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367  new  churches  prove  “Last  Frontier”  reachable 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  “The  Last 
Frontier”  of  missions  might  be  unreached,  but 
it’s  not  unfeachable. 

Foreign  Mission  Board  (FMB)  missionar¬ 
ies  and  their  overseas  partners  proved  that  in 
1995.  They  started  367  churches  and  baptized 
6,548  new  believers  in  some  of  the  toughest 
places  on  earth. 

Those  churches  sprang  up  among  people 
groups  collectively  called  The  Last  Frontier, 
or  “World  A”  —  2,466  groups,  adding  up  to 
1 .7  billion  people,  largely  denied  access  to  the 
Christian  gospel  by  hostile  cultures,  religions, 
and  governments.  Many  live  in  the  Muslim 
world  of  north  Africa,  the  Mideast,  and  Asia. 

The  new  churches  account  for  nearly  15% 


of  the  2,612  churches  begun  worldwide  last 
year  by  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  and 
their  overseas  partners.  The  Last  Frontier 
ranked  third-highest  in  new  churches  among 
the  10  world  regions  identified  by  the  FMB. 

Adding  to  the  significance  of  this:  Mission¬ 
aries  assigned  to  these  peoples  began  with  a 
support  base  of  zero  churches  only  a  few 
years  ago  —  not  the  hundreds  or  thousands  of 
established  congregations  in  older,  stronger 
mission  fields. 

“These  are  the  hardest  places  in  the  world,” 
explained  evangelism  and  church  growth  ana¬ 
lyst  Jim  Slack,  who  compiled  the  recently 
released  FMB  statistical  report  for  1995. 
“They  have  the  least  number  of  churches,  the 


Foreign  Mission  Board  missionaries  working  among  some  of  the  world’s 
least-evangelized  peoples  report  these  results  over  the  past  four  years: 


Baptisms  Members  Missionaries 


STORMING  “THE  LAST  FRONTIER”  — A  group  of  Christians  prays  before  entering  a  town 
in  Mongolia  to  spread  the  gospel.  In  such  far-flung  places  as  Mongolia  —  where  there  were 
no  known  native  Christians  only  a  few  years  ago  —  local  Christians  “have  become  the  prima¬ 
ry  church  planters  and  disciplers,”  said  one  Southern  Baptist  strategist.  Southern  Baptist 
workers  and  their  overseas  partners  started  367  churches  and  baptized  6,548  new  Christian 
believers  last  year  in  “The  Last  Frontier”  —  the  world’s  least-evangelized  areas.  (BP  photo  by 
Charles  Ledford)  < 


least  number  of  Bibles,  the  fewest  literates. 
Christians  there  have  to  maintain  security 
while  they  plant  churches,  which  doesn't 
allow  them  to  fly  the  missionary  or  Christian 
flag  to  attract  people. 

“Yet  they  get  the  job  done  even  when 
world  religions  and  governments  actively 
try  to  stop  them.  When  you  look  at  the 
odds  and  the  barriers  to  a  Christian  church 
planting  movement,  their  achievements  are 
phenomenal.” 

Some  examples  from  1995: 

—  In  one  location  workers  shared  the  gos¬ 
pel  with  more  than  1.000  people,  most  of 
whom  were  hearing  it  for  the  first  time.  Five 
churches  were  begun  after  125  people  prayed 
to  receive  Christ  as  Savior. 

—  In  a  people  group  with  no  known  Chris¬ 
tian  church  and  only  one  known  Christian, 
two  people  came  to  faith  in  Christ  and  are 
now  being  discipled. 

—  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  one 
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people  group,  the  Bible  was  translated  into 
their  language. 

—  A  young  Muslim  man,  torn  from  his 
country  years  ago  by  ongoing  war.  came  to  a 
missionary  one  evening.  He  had  heard  about 
a  book  called  “Injil”  (the  New  Testament) 
and  wanted  one.  “I  gave  him  a  copy  in  his 
own  dialect,”  the  missionary  reported.  “He 
devoured  it  in  a  matter  of  days,  and  his  ques¬ 
tions  were  continuous.  He  said,  if  my  peo¬ 
ple  read  the  Injil.  then  peace  would  come,  to 
my  homeland.’”  He  now  talks  about  Jesus 
with  his  schoolmates  and  has  sent  a  New 
Testament  to  his  father,  who  still  lives  in  his 
homeland. 

“The  misconception  we  have  is  that  these 
are  unresponsive  people,”  Slack  observed. 
“But  it’s  the  governments  and  world  religions 
we  face  that  are  un/esponav*rand  try  to  keep 
Christianity  out.”  Once  there,  missionaries 
find  responsiveness  equal  to  that  on  traditional 
“harvest  fields,”  he  said. 


Inexpensive,  high-quality  desktop  copiers  have  made  copy¬ 
right  violations  common  in  even  the  smallest  churches, 
according  to  Southern  Baptist  music  leaders  and  a  legal 
expert.  “A  lot  of  church  libraries  contain  photocopied  music,” 
said  Keith  Hibbs,  associate  director  of  the  church  music 
department  of  the  Alabama  state  convention.  Jim  Cordell, 
church  music  director  for  the  Kentucky  state  convention,  said 
he  has  seen  entire  music  libraries  created  from  illegal  photo¬ 
copying.  Others  believe  the  copying  is  permitted  as  long  as 
the  material  is  not  resold  for  profit.  Not  so.  according  to  the 
two  musicians.  “It  is  still  illegal."  Hibbs  pointed  out.  Larry 
Cannon,  legal  consultant  to  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 
in  Nashville,  put  it  this  way:  “The  only  difference  between 
photocopied  music  and  shoplifting  music  out  of  a  bookstore  is 
that  you're  not  getting  the  white  piece  of  paper  the  music  is 
printed  on  in  the  store."  For  information  on  avoiding  copy¬ 
right  violations  in  church-related  situations,  contact  Christian 
Copyright  Licensing  International  at  (800)  234-2446. 


As  the  political  hostility  level  between  mainland  China,  Tai¬ 
wan.  and  the  United  States  continues  to  rachet  upward,  one 
retired  Southern  Baptist  missionary  is  hoping  her  time  in  China 
will  have  a  positive  impact.  Doris  Garrett  of  Conroe,  Texas, 
spent  38  years  as  a  teacher  in  Nigeria,  then  retired  and  volun¬ 
teered  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Brotherhood  Commission's 
Teachers  to  China  program.  “The  students  were  so  gracious 
and  so  open  to  learning."  she  said.  Although  sharing  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  is  forbidden  in  China.  Garrett  said  she  was  surprised 
by  the  students’  knowledge  of  Christianity  and  their  thirst  to 
discover  new  spiritual  information.  "They  all  knew  about  the 
concept  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  they  were  interested  in  knowing 
what  I  believed.  The  Chinese  want  to  make  friends  and  leam 
about  cultures  other  than  their  own,"  she  said.  After  38  years  of 
missionary  service,  why  does  Garrett  spend  her  own  retirement 
money  to  return  to  the  mission  field?  “If  you're  truly  Christian, 
then  you  nevet  go  into  retirement  when  it  comes  to  sharing  his 
love  and  your  gifts,"  she  said. 


Owen  Cooper  of  Yazoo  City,  the  last  layman  to  be  elected 
SBC  president  in  1972-74.  challenges  a  statement  by  W.A. 
Criswell,  pastor  of  First  Church.  Dallas,  that  a  laity-led  church 
is  “a  weak  church  anywhere  on  God’s  earth.” 


20  years  ago 


First  Church.  Hattiesburg,  becomes  the  first  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  church  in  Mississippi  to  lease  a  complete  television  chan¬ 
nel  when  broadcasts  begin  to  air  on  the  10.000-subscriber  Hat¬ 
tiesburg  Cablevision  system. 


50  years  ago 


Mississippian  H.  Leo  Eddleman.  Southern  Baptist  mission¬ 
ary  in  Palestine,  meets  with  President  Harry  S.  Truman  in 
observance  of  World  Mission  Day  and  reports  that  Arab-Jew- 
ish  relations  in  Palestine  are  "utterly  hopeless." 


Editor’s  Nfflntmir  -  I 

New  churches  needed 


"Start-a-church  commitment 
Sunday"  will  be  observed  March 
24  in  churches  throughout  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Of 
course  there  are  people  who  would 
ask.  “Why?" 

There  are  approximately  2,000 
Baptist  churches  in  Mississippi 
affiliated  with  our  convention.  Do 
we  need  100  more?  Some  folks 
would  argue  that  we  need  better 
churches,  not  more  churches. 

Church  buildings  are  expensive 
to  construct  and  maintain.  Across 
America  there  are  many  half- 
empty.  huge,  expensive  church 
buildings.  Is  the  solution  “more 
churches?” 

Today  there  are  261.6  million 
people  in  the  LJ.S.  This  is  a  5.2% 
increase  in  population  over  that 
recorded  in  the  1990  census.  In 
2050,  the  increase  will  be  up  to 
392  million,  or  50%  more  than 
today’s  population.  The  Home 


Mission  Board’s  "Research 
Review”  is  predicting  that  many 
of  those  comprising  this  increase 
will  reside  in  Dixie. 

Southern  Baptists  start  a  new 
church  a  day.  At  least  7.625 
churches  have  been  constituted 
since  1972.  From  1972  to  1990, 
an  average  of  359  churches  were 
organized  each  year  (see  related 
article  below).  Some  39%  are 
started  in  rural  areas,  in  which 
resides  25%  of  the  U.S.  total  pop¬ 
ulation.  These  are  not  large 
churches  —  the  typical  20-year- 
old  church  reports  161  members. 
The  typical  new  church  gains 
most  of  its  members  from  other 
churches. 

New  churches  are  much  more 
efficient  in  baptisms  than  older 
churches.  Even  after  20  years,  new 
congregations  will  baptize  more 
than  qlder  congregations.  We  lose 
20%  'of  all  new  churches  in  their 


first  14  years,  with  urban  and  large 
city  churches  more  apt  to  disband 
or  leave  the  SBC. 

Mississippi's  population 
increased  from  2,575,000  in  1990 
to  2,669,000  in  1994.  This 
increase  means  94.000  new  people 
in  the  Magnolia  State.  Should  we 
have  started  94  new  churches  in 
that  time  frame? 

In  the  10-year  span  1990-2000, 
the  population  of  the  state  is  pro¬ 
jected  to  increase  from  2,810,000 
to  3,139.000  (Source:  Mississis- 
sippi’s  Education  &  Research 
Center,  Jackson).  How  many  new 
churches  are  needed  for  this  addi¬ 
tional  330,000  people? 

The  stronger  churches  and 
associations  in  our  state  are  to  be 
commended  for  “lifting  up  your 
eyes”  (surveying)  and  seeing  the 
fields  are  “white  unto  harvest" 
(starting  new  work).  The  first  step 
to  success  is  a  commitment. 


March  24, 1996 


Gather  Disciples  Around  God’s  Word 

’or  church-starting  information  and  a  church-starting  commitment  form 
call  Home  Mission  Board  Customer  Services, 

1  800  634-2462 


First  person... 

Thank  God  for  “real”  Christian 

Bv  Ted  Lindwall 


women 


The  Fragments= 

woman  I  used  to  be  is  now  dead." 

She  sat  down.  With  that,  a  Q  — 

silence  came  upon  the  church.  ygQ  SPSIIGlS 
We  knew  we  had  heard  a  testimo-  • 

ny  such  as  few  are  ever  privileged  _  _  „ 

to  hear.  For  my  part,  1  shall  never  U  || 

remove  from  my  memory  the 

image  of  that  grotesque  looking  Newspapers  are  notorious  for 
thief  standing  up  in  the  bus,  with  making  mistakes.  Now  and  then 
his  hand  raised  high,  saying:  "1  you  can  even  find  a  few  in  church 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior!"  bulletins:  “Art  came  home  from 
Nor  will  I  ever  forget  Anita,  the  hospital  where  he  had  been 
w  ho  rejoiced  that  the  sinful  recovering  from  a  head  injury 
woman  many  had  known  before  caused  by  coming  in  touch  with  a 
w  as  now  dead  and  the  love  of  live  wife";  or  “There  is  joy  in  the 
Jesus  is  now  her  glory!  presence  of  the  angels  over  one 

Lindwall  is  an  FMB  mission-  singer  who  repents.” 
ary  in  Guatemala  City.  This  And  please  watch  those  ser- 
article  is  reprinted  from  a  Feb.  mon  titles:  11:00  Sermon  — 
28  report  he  sent  to  state  Bap-  “Evil  Members  in  the  Church.” 
tist  papers.  The  vested  choir  will  sing,  “Who 


In  our  Sunday  morning  service 
this  week,  when  a  sister  we  shall 
call  “Anita  ”  stood  up  to  give  her 
testimony,  everyone  knew  to  lis¬ 
ten  closely.  Anita  is  only  a  year 
old  in  Christ,  and  has  come  out  of 
the  most  degrading  life  possible 
for  a  woman.  Though  still  so 
young  in  Christ,  she  teaches  the 
Bible  every  week  to  60  or  more 
people  who  gather  to  hear  her  in 
two  homes  in  Guatemala  City. 
Almost  every  week,  people  are 
saved  in  those  homes. 

"The  Lord  is  always  with  us 
and  his  work  is  marvelous!" 
Anita  began.  “On  Tuesday.  I  was 
to  be  at  work  by  9  a.m.  I  needed 
to  make  four  visits  before  leaving 
for  work,  leaving  a  birthday  pre¬ 
sent  in  one  of  the  homes.  After 
making  my  visits.  4  went  to  catch 
my  bus.  I  walked  by  a  man  who 
cursed  me  as  I  passed  him.  I 
turned  around  to  see  him.  and  saw 
that  he  had  a  huge  bulge  sticking 
out  of  his  face  around  one  of  his 
eyes.  So  I  walked  back  to  him 
and  asked  if  there  were  anything  I 
could  do  to  help  him. 

"'Yes.  you  can  give  me  bus 
fare  so  1  can  go  to  the  hospital. ' 
he  answered.  He  explained  that 
he  had  just  been  attacked  by  four 
men. 

“I  told  him  that  I  would  take 
him  to  the  hospital,  since  it  is 
close  to  where  1  work.  I  gave  him 
the  money  for  both  of  our  fares. 
But  when  the  bus  came  up.  he 
said.  “They  won't  let  me  get  on 
the  bus ' 


“I  told  him.  ‘Yes,  they  will. 
Get  on  with  me.'  The  '.bus. 
stopped,  and  when  VCe  climbed  on 
board  the  bus  driver  looked  at  us 
and  said,  "Get  in.  I  won’t  charge 
you  anything.’ 

"We  sat  down  together,  and  I 
began  to  tell  him  about  the  Lord. 
Everybody  on  the  bus  looked  at 
me  like  I  was  crazy.  After  a  little 
while,  the  man  said.  ‘But  I  am  a 
thief!  ’ 

“I  told  him.  ‘You  are  the  kind 
of  people  the  Lord  loves  the 
most!’ 

"Then  I  told  him  how  the  Bible 
says,  ‘though  your  sins  be  as  scar¬ 
let.  they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow: 
though  they  be  red  like  crimson, 
they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow.’ 

“He  began  to  cry  and  every¬ 
body  was  watching  us.  After  a  lit¬ 
tle  while.  I  asked  him  if  he  want¬ 
ed  to  receive  Christ  as  his  Savior. 
He  said  yes.  so  I  told  him.  ‘If  you 
want  to  receive  Christ  as  your 
Savior,  stand  up  and  raise  your 
hand.’ 

"He  stood  right  up  and  rasied 
his  hand.  The  bus  driver  stopped 
the  bus  right  then,  and  the  bus  dri- 
set  and  everybody  else  on  the  bus 
stood  up  with  me  and  the  man! 

"The  bus  driver jtold  every¬ 
body  on  the  bus.  Thank  God. 
the  re- are  real  Christians  like  this 
lady!”’ 

Anita’s  face  was  shining  Jike 
the  face  of  an  angel  when  she 
concluded:  "Thank  God.  he  is 
w  illing  to  use  any  of  us.  I  lived  a 
terrible  life  before,  but  that 


Could  it  Be?” 

Errors  even  creep  into  adver¬ 
tisements.  A  store  ad  read:  “Why 
go  elsewhere  and  be  cheated  when 
you  can  come  here.”  The  “wife 
who  drives  from  the  back  seat 
isn’t  any  worse  than  the  husband 
who  cooks  from  the  dining  room 
table.” 

Then  there  was  the  sign  in 
Oslo,  Norway:  “English  Spoken, 
American  Understood.”  But  per¬ 
haps  my  favorite  is:  “All  is  well 
that  ends.”  —  GH 
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Miss,  pastor,  evangelist  named  evangelism  director 


S.A.  “Sonny”  Adkins,  pastor  of 
Forest  Church,  Forest,  was  elected 
as  the  state’s 
new  director  of 
evangelism  at 
the  March  7 
meeting  of  the 
Mississippi 
Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board 
(MBCB)  execu¬ 
tive  committee 
at  the  Baptist  A  „  . 

Building  in  Adk,ns 
Jackson. 

Adkins,  55,  will  begin  work  as 
evangelism  director  in  late  April. 
He  replaces  J.  Garland  McKee  of 


Clinton,  who  retired  in  December 
1995  after  five  years  as  director. 

Adkins,  a  full-time  evangelist 
from  1977-84,  has  pastored  Forest 
Church  since  1988. 

He  has  also  served  as  pastor  of: 

—  New  Hebron  Church,  New 
Hebron  (1984-88). 

—  Rocky  Creek  Church, 
Lucedale  (1973-77). 

—  Spring  Hill  Ave.  Church, 
Mobile,  Ala.  (1971-73). 

—  Central  Church,  McComb 
(1969-71). 

—  Calvary  Church,  Silver 
Creek  (1966-69). 

Adkins  is  a  trustee  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention's 


THE  SECOND  FRONT  PAGE 


Annuity  Board  in  Dallas,  and  was 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  MBCB 
executive  committee  when  elected 
to  his  new  job. 

He  has  represented  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  on  mis¬ 
sion  trips  to  Japan  and  Zimbabwe. 

The  Hattiesburg  native  is  a 
1962  graduate  of  William  Carey 
College  in  Hattiesburg,  and  he 
holds  a  master  of  religious  educa¬ 
tion  degree  (‘65)  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary  in  New  Orleans. 

Adkins  and  his  wife,  the  former 
Jean  Bourn  of  Oakvale,  have  been 
married  for  nearly  35  years.  She  is 
an  elementary  school  teaser  in 
the  Forest  school  system. 


They  have  two  adult  children: 
Scott,  28,  minister  of  music  at  Fel¬ 
lowship  Church  in  Rome,  Ga.;  and 
Eric,  25,  who  works  for  the 
telecommunications  company 
SkyTel  in  Jackson. 

Adkins  will  manage  a  depart¬ 
ment  tasked  with  a  number  of 
important  functions,  including  per¬ 
sonal  witness  training,  an  annual 


statewide  evangelism  conference 
in  January,  and  an  annual  state¬ 
wide  youth  evangelism  conference 
in  December. 

Current  evangelism  department 
staffers  include  consultants  James 
P.  Fancher  (who  has  served  as 
interim  evangelism  director  since 
January),  Hollis  Bryant,  Carlie 
Hill,  and  secretary  Patsy  Bozeman. 
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NOBTS  trustees  approve 
5%  budget  hike,  elect  laity 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  New 
Orleans  Seminary  (NOBTS)  trus- 
-Atees,  during  their  annual  spring 
meeting  March  12-13,  elected 
three  laymen  as  chief  officers  to 
work  with  the  new  seminary  presi¬ 
dent  and  approved  a  record  $9.66 
million  operating  budget.  ; 

Trustees  met  in  the  Leavell 
Center  for  Evangelism  and  Church 
Growth,  directed  since  1993  by 
Charles  S.  Kelley  Jr.  who  was 
elected  Feb.  23  as  the  seminary’s 
eighth  president. 

After  nine  years  of  leadership 
by  pastors,  trustees  elected  what 
may  be  a  unique  situation  for  any 
Southern  Baptist  agency  board: 
laymen  serving  in  every  top  posi¬ 
tion.  All  nominated  for  their  posi¬ 
tions  by  pastors,  new  trustee  board 
officers  are  William  M.  Hamm  Jr., 
a  retired  mechanical  contractor 
from  Shreveport,  La.,  chairman; 
Arnold  A.  Burk,  a  pharmacist 
from  London,  Ark.,  vice  chair¬ 
man;  and  William  A.  Hanberry, 
a  retired  commercial  contractor 
from  Hattiesburg,  secretary- 
treasurer. 

A  new  fee  schedule,  rent 
charges,  and  salary  information 
were  included  in  the  1996-97  bud¬ 
get  adopted  by  trustees.  The  semi¬ 
nary  operates  on  a  Aug.  1  to  July 
31  fiscal  year. 

The  new  budget  is  a  5% 
increase  over  the  current  year’s 
budget.  The  increase  will  come 
from  a  6.3%  boost  of  $319,765 
from  SBC  Cooperative  Program 
funds,  as  well  as  other  revenue 
increases  amounting  to  $143,677. 

The  new  matriculation  fee  will 
be  $800  per  semester  for  the  semi¬ 
nary's  undergraduate,  master’s, 
and  non-degree  programs.  The 
seminary’s  doctoral  degree  fees 
will  increase  from  $900  to  $950 
per  semester. 


The  new  budget  includes  a  3% 
faculty  and  staff  salary  and  retire¬ 
ment  increase.  Approximately 
65%  of  the  overall  budget  is  allo¬ 
cated  for  salary  costs.  Gary  Enfin- 
ger,  chairman  of  the  trustees’ 
instruction  committee,  said  he 
wanted  seminary  faculty  to  know 
trustees  are  “their  best  cheerlead¬ 
ers  and  their  strongest  prayer  war¬ 
riors.”  Enfinger  is  pastor  of 
Thomasville  (Ala.)  Church. 

The  40-member  board  of  trus¬ 
tees  met  for  three  hours  in  their 
plenary  session  Wednesday  after¬ 
noon,  March  13.  Kelley  told  the 
trustees  that  NOBTS  started  the 
1995-96  academic  year  with  more 
than  a  3%  increase  over  the  previ¬ 
ous  year;  second  semester  enroll¬ 
ment  is  4%  higher  than  the  year 
before.  Current  enrollment  is 
2,240. 

During  the  13-month  search  for 
a  new  president,  two  new  exten¬ 
sion  center  campuses  were  started, 
along  with  a  Church  Leadership 
Certificate  program,  which  has 
enrolled  153  students  in  three 
states,  including  Mississippi. 

Kelley  also  reported  on  the 
seminary’s  regular  10-year  self- 
study  and  reaffirmation  visit,  and 
noted  accreditation  guidelines 
limit  institutional  comments  prior 
to  the  final  evaluation  of  the  agen¬ 
cies,  but  that  “our  results  were 
very  positive.” 

Among  the  tasks  at  hand,  Kel¬ 
ley  said  he  will  be  working  with 
administrators  and  faculty  through 
the  spring  to  formulate  proposals 
to  be  presented  at  a  special  full 
trustee  board  meeting  June  13. 

In  other  action,  trustees: 

—  heard  a  proposal  from  Har¬ 
rison  Olang,  president  of  the 
International  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Arusha,  Tanzania, 
concerning  the  establishment  of  a 


formal  relationship  between  IBTS 
and  NOBTS. 

—  accepted  the  retirement  of 
Billy  K.  Smith,  effective  March 
31.  Smith,  who  most  recently 
served  as  interim  president,  has 
been  provost  and  academic  dean 
of  the  graduate  faculty  since  1992; 
he  joined  the  faculty  in  1976  as 
professor  of  Old  Testament  and 
Hebrew. 

—  heard  of  two  presidential 
appointments.  C.  Ferris  Jordan, 
who  will  be  interim  provost,  has 
been  NOBTS  professor  of  adult 
education  and  J.M.  Frost  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  Professor  of 
Christian  Education  since  1978. 
Charles  Register,  the  new  director 
of  the  Leavell  Center  for  Evange¬ 
lism  and  Church  Growth,  joined 
the  faculty  in  1994  as  an  assistant 
professor  of  evangelism  after  serv¬ 
ing  as  pastor  of  First  Church,  Can- 
tonement,  Fla.,  from  1989-94. 
Kelley  noted  he  wants  to  go  back 
to  the  old  model  of  having  the 
center’s  director  as  a.  member  of 
the  seminary’s  administrative 
council. 

—  promoted  Walter  Brown  to 
professor  of  Old  Testament  and 
Hebrew;  Sidney  Buckley  to  pro¬ 
fessor  of  voice,  occupying  the  Lal- 
lage  Feazel  Chair  of  Church 
Music  II;  Rick  Byargeon  to  asso¬ 
ciate  professor  of  Old  Testament 
and  Hebrew,  occupying  the  J. 
Wash  Watts  Chair  of  Old  Testa¬ 
ment;  Dennis  Cole  to  professor  of 
biblical  archaeology,  occupying 
the  McFarland  Chair  of  Archaeol¬ 
ogy;  Paula  Stringer  to  associate 
professor  of  childhood  education; 
and  William  Warren  to  professor 
of  New  Testament  and  Greek. 

—  granted  tenure  to  Byargeon; 
Argile  Smith,  assistant  professor 
.of  preaching,  occupying  the  J.D. 
Grey  Chair  of  Preaching. 


Out  of  the  ashes... 

Like  Alabama’s  volunteers,  over  125  Mississippi  Baptists  joined  hands 
Dec.  11,  1993,  to  help  rebuild  the  Springhill  Freewill  Baptist  Church  in 
Amite  County.  The  African-American  church  building  had  been  razed  by 
arsonists  on  April  4, 1993.  Members  of  First  Church,  Magnolia  —  includ¬ 
ing  Ben  Stewart  (right)  —  worked  alongside  members  of  the  Mississippi 
Brotherhood’s  Volunteer  Construction  Fellowship  and  residents  of  the 
Springhill  community  to  restore  the  church’s  sanctuary.  Andrew  Felder 
(left)  was  construction  foreman  for  the  project.  (BR  file  photo  by  William 
H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

Alabama  Baptists  help 
rebuild  burned  churches 

By  Carrie  L.  Brown 


MONTGOMERY,  Ala.  (BP) 
—  Among  those  helping  rebuild 
three  black  churches  in  Alaba¬ 
ma’s  Greene  County  that  burned 
in  December  and  January  will  be 
several  Alabama  Baptist  associa¬ 
tions  and  the  Alabama  State 
Convention. 

Billy  Nutt,  director  of  associa- 
tional  and  cooperative  missions 
for  the^Alabama  Convention,  said 
Alabama  Baptists  will  be  giving 
money  to  the  churches  and  assist- 
ing'in  the  rebuilding  process. 

Authorities  have  labeled  as 
suspicious  the  fires  that 
destroyed  the  Mount  Zoar,  Little 
Zion,  and  Mount  Zion  churches, 
all  in  Greene  County.  Another 
black  church.  New  Liberty  Bap¬ 
tist  in  the  Tyler  community  of 
Dallas  County,  burned  in  late 
February.  A  white  fireman  was 
charged  March  6  with  arson  in 
the  New  Liberty  burning. 

State  fire  marshal  John  Robi¬ 
son  said  there  was  no  indication 
the  New  Liberty  fire  was  con¬ 
nected  to  the  fires  in  Greene 
County,  none  of  which  have  been 
classified  as  arson. 

According  to  the  Alabama- 
based  Klanwatch  organization,  an 
arm  of  the  Southern  Poverty  Law 
Center,  there  have  been  at  least 


28  suspicious  fires  at  predomi¬ 
nantly  black  churches  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Mississippi,  Tennessee, 
South  Carolina,  North  Carolina, 
Louisiana,  Texas,  and  Alabama 
since  1989.  The  Bureau  of  Alco¬ 
hol,  Tobacco,  and  Firearms  has 
been  investigating  17  suspicious 
fires  in  six  states,  but  so  far  no 
evidence  of  any  widespread  con¬ 
spiracy  has  been  found. 

Although  none  of  the  churches 
burned  w.ere  Southern  Baptist 
churches,  the  Alabama  Baptist 
State  Convention  is  working  to 
help  the  damaged  churches. 

Nutt  said  the  three  churches 
that  were  burned  in  Greene  Coun¬ 
ty,  as  well  as  three  other  churches 
that  were  vandalized  within  the 
last  several  months,  have  been 
offered  assistance.  An  offer  of 
help  also  will  be  extended  to  the 
New  Liberty  congregation. 

Nutt  said  several  churches  out 
of  state  also  have  inquired  about 
helping  the  burned  churches. 

In  addition  to  providing  funds, 
Nutt  said  several  Baptist  con¬ 
struction  teams  will  be  available 
to  help  in  the  rebuilding  of  the 
churches. 

Brpwn  is  a  correspondent 
for  The  Alabama  Baptist 
newsjournal. 


How  do  you  insure 
something  that’s  priceless 


Executive  Committee  signs  pact 
with  consultant;  notes  savings 


Elliff  to  speak  in  Miss. 

Tom  Elliff,  pastor  of  First  Southern  Church  in  Del  City,  Okla., 
will  speak  in  eight  Mississippi  cities  on  April  1  and  2.  Elliff  will 
likely  be  nominated  for  the  post  of  president  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  at  its  annual  June  meeting  in  New  Orleans. 

Elliff  will  speak  at  the  following  churches  on  April  1:  Wheeler 
Grove,  Corinth,  9  a.m.;  Colonial  Heights,  Jackson,  noon; 
Parkview,  Greenville,  3  p.m.;  and  Meadowview,  Starkville,  7  p.m. 

On  April  2,  he  will  speak  at:  State  Boulevard  Church,  Meridi¬ 
an,  at  10  a.m.;  West  Ellisville  Church,  Ellisville,  at  1  p.m.; 
Friendship  Church,  McComb;  and  Four  Mile  Creek  Church, 
Escatawpa,  at  6:30  p.m. 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The 
Executive  Committee  has  signed  a 
contract  with  an  Atlanta  manage¬ 
ment  consultant  firm  and  released 
the  first  estimate  of  savings  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  anticipated  restruc¬ 
turing  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

Representatives  of  the  Imple¬ 
mentation  Task  Force  (ITF),  a  10- 
member  group  created  by  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee  last  Septem¬ 
ber  to  oversee  the  implementation 
of  the  restructuring,  have  an  initial 
meeting  March  7  with  Coopers  and 
Lybrand,  LLP.  A  Professional  Ser¬ 
vices  firm.  Coopers  was  selected 
from  among  several  national  con¬ 
cerns  which  submitted  bids 
because  “Coopers  provides  signifi¬ 
cant  expertise  in  assisting  organi¬ 
zations  with  change,”  according  to 
Ted  Warren.  ITF  member 


spokesman  and  chief  operating 
officer  of  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board. 

Warren  said  the  Atlanta  firm 
will  have  Southern  Baptists  on  its 
team  and  plans  to  give  the  SBC 
high  priority  by  making  "national- 
level  consultants”  available. 

“We  are  not  employing  Coop¬ 
ers  and  Lybrand  for  them  to  tell  us 
what  to  do,  but  to  assist  us  in 
achieving  all  the  effectiveness  we 
envision.”  Warren  said. 

The  “Covenant  for  a  New  Cen¬ 
tury”  restructuring  plan,  approved 
by  messengers  at  the  1995  SBC 
annual  meeting  in  Atlanta,  calls  for 
the  merging,  consolidation  and/or 
dissolution  of  several  entities  and 
ultimately  reducing  the  number 
from  19  to  12.  A  second  vote  on 
SBC  Bylaw  15,  which  lists  indi¬ 
vidually  the  various  agencies,  is 


required  and  is  scheduled  during 
the  1996  annual  meeting  this  June 
in  New  Orleans. 

The  cost  savings.  Warren  said, 
will  be  substantial,  although  he 
emphasized  the  dollar  amounts  are 
early  estimates.  During  the  1996-97 
SBC  fiscal  year  (October  through 
September),  Warren  said  the  ITF 
believes  a  savings  of  $289,000 
will  be  achieved  from  entities 
being  dissolved  or  modified. 
Under  the  restructuring  plan,  the 
Education  Commission  would  be 
dissolved  and  functions  of  the 
Historical  Commission,  Steward¬ 
ship  Commission,  and  Southern 
Baptist  Foundation  would  be 
assigned  to  other  agencies,  effec¬ 
tive  June  1997. 

During  fiscal  1997-98,  Warren 
said,  the  ITF  expects  a  savings  of 
$1.1  million. 


Artesia  (Lowndes):  March  24-  Sigrest,  music;  Barry  Corbett,  pastor. 
29;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7 

p.m.;  Gary  Jackson,  evangelist;  First,  Tunica:  March  24-27: 
Steve  and  Becky  Carver,  music;  Sunday,  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.. 
Regan  Rye,  pastor.  worship,  1 1  a.m.,  and  6:30  p.m.: 

Mon. -Wed.,  noon  and  7  p.m.: 
Antioch,  Brandon:  March  24-  Tommy  Tutor,  Clarksdale,  evange- 
27;  services,  7  p.m.;  Perry  Sander-  list;  Tommy  Lane,  Coldwater. 
ford,  evangelist;  Donnie  and  Cyn-  music;  Joe  T.  Lusby,  pastor, 
thia  Stuart,  Pelahatchie.  music; 

Marion  Spence,  pastor.  Parkway,  Houston:  March  24- 

27;  7  nightly;  Gary  Bowlin,  Brandon, 
evangelist;  Billy  Nelson,  Derma, 
music;  David  Kendall,  pastor. 

First,  Fulton:  March  24-27; 
James  Messer,  evangelist;  Johnnie 
JCJC,  preaching  and  singing;  Jim  Masters,  music;  Roy  McHenry, 
Pender,  pastor.  pastor. 

Good  Hope  (Newton):  March  Pelahatchie,  Pelahatchie: 

29-31;  Sunday.  Sunday  School,  10  March  3 1 -April  5;  rise  and  shine 
a.m.,  worship.  II  a.m.,  and  7  p.m.  service,  7  a.m.  daily;  worship,  7 
Fri.-Sat.;  Rodney  Anderson,  evan-  p.m.;  Chuck  Hampton,  Florence, 
gelist;  Marion  Feltorr,  music;  Ger-  evangelist;  Hubert  Greer,  Wesson, 
aid  Roberson,  pianist;  William  music;  Mike  Glenn,  pastor. 

Spencer,  pastor.  "  x 

Como  (Panola):  April  2-4; 
First,  Kosciusko:  March  24-27;  1 10th  anniversary;  6:30  p.m.  night- 

Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-  ly;  James  Ruffin,  Meridian,  evan- 
Wed.,  noon  and  7  p.m.;  Danny  gelist;  Scott  Brooks.  Sardis,  music; 
Lanier,  evangelist;  R.L.  and  Beth  Phillip  A.  Brasher  Jr.,  pastor. 


>ians  retreat  Antioch,  Louin:  March  22-24; 

Fri.-Sat..  7  p.m.;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.. 

On  Sunday  the  evangelists  dinner  on  the  ground,  and  1 :30  p.m. 
served  churches  in  the  Jackson  singing  by  the  Jones  County  Junior 
metro  area  in  preaching  and/or  College  BSU  Ensemble;  BSU 
music.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  profes- 
f  u  1 1  h  j 

and  other  com-  [JjSjfcsfc 
mitments  were  V  %«’ 

reported 

these  services.  PvtST , 

The  weekend 
activities  were 
coordinated 
through  the 
office  of  James  Barrows 
Fancher.  inter¬ 
im  director.  Department  of  Evan¬ 
gelism.  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board. 

"We  appreciate  the  Department 
of  Evangelism 
and  their  under¬ 
standing  and 
support  for 
those  of  us  who 
have  been 

called  to  the 
specific  min¬ 
istry  of  evange¬ 
lism."  said 

Knight 


Church,  Jackson,  for  a  one-day 
retreat.  They  shared  music  and 
testimonies,  enjoyed  fellowship 
along  with  their  families,  and 
heard  speakers 

"U  -O'. I  I " p -  » 

At  the  Tues-Hp|  Ify 

day  luncheon" 
meeting.  the  w  w  Bfpf 
e  v  a  n  g  e  I  i  s  t  s 
to 

c  o  n  j  u  n  c  t  i  o  n  jga-SfT 

with  the  1997  Lanier 
State  Evange¬ 
lism  Conference. 

"The  retreat  was  a  tremendous 
opportunity  for  fellowship  and 
encouragement  for  all  the  evange¬ 
lists  who  attended."  said  Knight. 
"1  hope  every  Baptist  evangelist  in 
the  state  can  attend  the  retreat  next 
year." 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-615-371-6180 


Mission  Mississippi,  area 
churches  plan  intimacy 
workshop,  pastor  training 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 


Anyone  Swimmer 
interested  in  information  on 
COMBE  membership  may  call 
Knight  at  (601)  428-1366  or  con¬ 
tact  any  officer  or  member. 


A  marriage  intimacy  training 
class  and  workshop  featuring 
David  and  Teresa  Ferguson,  direc¬ 
tors  of  Intimate  Life  Ministries  in 
Austin.  Texas,  will  be  held  April 
12-13  at  First  Church.  Jackson. 

The  workshop  is  sponsored  by 
Mission  Mississippi.  Jackson  area 
churches,  and  the  Center  lor  Mar¬ 
riage  and  Family  Intimacy  in 
Austin,  where  the  Fergusons  serve 
as  professional  associates 

The  Fergusons,  who  have  been 
married  for  more  than  30  years, 
regularly  appear  on  the  "Intimate 
Life"  radio  program  and  have 
authored  a  number  of  books, 
including  The  Pursuit  of  Intimacy. 
Intimate  Encounters,  and  Par¬ 
enting  with  Intimacy. 

•  A  special  training  class  will  be 
conducted  from  6-9  p.m.  on  Fri 
day.  \pril  12.  targeting  church 
leadership  u  ith  an  overs  iew  of  an 
intimate  marriage  and  familv 


ministry  .in  the  local  church.  * 

The  training  class  is  designed 
to  help  ministers  and  lay  leader¬ 
ship  couples  develop  counseling 
skills  and  enhance  their  personal 
relationship. 

The  workshop  on  Saturday. 
April  13.  will  begin  with  registra¬ 
tion  at  8  a.m.  and  conclude  at  4:30 
p.ni.  It  is  designed  for  married 
couples  and  singles  planning  to  get 
married. 

Topics  include  training  in  how' 
to  make  better  marriages:  parent¬ 
ing^  marriage  preparation;  and 
healing  for  troubled  relationships. 

Workshop  admission  of  $25 
per  person  includes  conference 
materials  Nursery  /childcare  is  not 
provided.  Meals  are  not  prov  ided. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Mission  Mississippi  in  Jackson  at 
(60|  i  353-6477.  or  the  Center  for 
Marriage  and  Family  Intimucv 
toll-free  at  (XOOi  SSI  s’OOX. 


Publish  Your  Book 

75-year  tradition  of  quality.  Subsidy 
book  publisher  offers  publishing  services 
of  all  types.  For  Author's  Guide  write  or 
call  Dorrance— JRL,  643  Smithfield, 
Pittsburgh.  PA  15222  or  1-800-695-9599. 


Your  church  is  far  more  than  bricks  and  mortar. *It 
represents  the  priceless  commitment  and  sacrifice  of 
many  people.  Church  Mutual  understands  your  church’s 
enduring  importance  in  the  lives  of  your  congregation. 
We’ve  specialized  in  insuring  churches  for  nearly 
100  years.  Call  for  a  free,  personal  evaluation  of 
your  insurance  needs.  Find  out  w  hy  j 

more  churches  place  their  trust 
in  Church  Mutual. 

In  Mississippi,  call  800-525-4359. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


CHURCH  MUTUAL 

C 1996  Church  Mutual  insurance  Ccmoany 


■■■■■ 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  you  hea^^hisperechn  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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Hayes  Graves  of  Brandon,  installs  shelves 
on  the  new  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Unit  being  constructed  at  Central  Hills 
Baptist  Retreat  at  Kosciusko.  Graves,  a 
retired  contractor,  is  coordinating  construe 
tion  of  the  unit  which  will  replace  the  pre¬ 
sent  one  in  use  since  1 978. 


^pusr  cq 


William  Wright,  pastor  of  Rocky  Point 
Church,  Carthage,  spray  paints  bunk  frames 
for  the  new  disaster  relief  unit.  Wright  serves 
as  a  "blue  cap"  supervisor  on  the  unit  and  is  a 
mechanic.  The  unit  is  scheduled  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  by  spring  disaster  training  at  Central 
Hills,  April  12-13. 


.  .  Bill  Purvis  of  Ethel  and  Hayes  Graves  of 
Brandon,  install  a  desk  on  the  new  disaster 
relief  unit.  Purvis  serves  as  a  driver  on  the 
unit  which  is  a  48-foot  double  axle  1985 
Great  Dane  Electronic  Van.  It  will  have  the 
capacity  of  serving  20-25,000  hot  meals  per 
day.  The  Brotherhood  Department  oversees 
operation  of  state  Baptist  disaster  work. 


Photos  by 
Tim  Nicholas 


RUNNING"  THE  GOOD  RACE 


CENTRAL  HILLS  BAPTIST  RETREAT 

APRIL  20  1 996  cost:  $2,50 

Mrn,L  Bring  a  sack  lunch. 

9  a.m.  -  3  p.m.  (No  meal  will  be  provided.^" 

REGISTRATION  DEADLINE:  APRIL  15 

If  you  are  interested  in  registering,  contact  the  Brotherhood  Dept,  of  the  MBCB  at  968-3800  in  Jackson  or 

^  —  1-800-748-1651. 


trip  this  summer 


\jeXW  fa*,...  March  22-April  1 8,  1 996 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.  O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1  -800-787-PRAY 


“P'uuferi  tAoutct  t6e  foot  6u&i*teM,  *£  t£e  tH&ututp  cuui  toot  at  *U$6t. 


Martin  Luther 


FRIDAY  SA  TURDAY 

that  God  will  inspire  us  for  Mark  Cox,  mission- 
to  be  intercessors  for  ary  to  Taiwan,  who  has 
people  of  World  A  taken  prayer  walks 
(those  wffo  have  little  around  his  neighbor- 
opporfpnity  to  hear  the  hood  and  in  mainland 
Gospel)  China 


for  government  leaders 
in  our  nation  and 
around  the  work).  Pray 
that  all  leaders  will 
experience  God's  love 


for  overseas  Christians 
to  be  concerned  about 
winning  their  own 
nations  and  that  they 
will  send  and  support 
foreign  missionaries 
to  other  nations 


as  you  read  the  newspa¬ 
per  and  listen  to  news¬ 
casts  pray  thatthe  pend¬ 
ing  peace'  treaties 
between  nations  will  be 
ratified 


that  Satan  will  not  blind  that  we  will  take  Bold 
the  saved  and  trip  them  I  Mission  Thrust  and 
up  in  sin  and  false  prior-  world  evangelization 
ities  seriously 

V  I  X— *- 


that  all  Christians  will  that  all  our  churches 
be  thankful  that  Jesus  will  adopt  the  strategy  of 
died  on  thet  cross  for  prayer  for  nations  who 
their  sins  have  cloajd  ctoors  to  the 

gospel 


that  all  people  can  for  cross  cultural  under-  for  an  ongoing  ministry  for  our  three  Baptist  col-  for  the  health  and  min-  for  the  work  of  the  for  the  salvation  of  those 

know  the  joy  of  a  resur-  standing  whether  it  be  of  intercessory  prayer  in  leges  in  Mis»*,v  Blue  istry  of  Billy  Graham  Christian  g "■^Action  involved  j,n*-*crime 

rected  Lord  *  with  foreign  nationals,  each  chutth  Mountain,  I  William  and  his  vVife,  Ruth  Commission  as  jf  seeks  throughout  M»ss.,  also 

ethnic  or  racial  groups  Carey  and  Mississippi  to  have  *Chrisp4n  influ-  for  the  chaplains  who 

in  the  U.Sv..®  College®  ence  q»n  the  Miss.  counseljiem 

—  Legislature 


that  Miss.  Baptists  will  for  the  starting  and  nur- 
expand  our  mission  turing  of  more  churches 
ministry  through  contin-  throughout  our  Baptist 
ued  cooperation  and  Convention 
giving  through  the 
Cooperative  Program 


for  the  two  million  visi¬ 
tors  expected  during  the 
1996  Summer  Olympics 
in  Atlanta,  July  19- 
August  4.  Many 
Olympic  visitors  will 
come  from  coqqtri§s„ 
closed  to  mission)!  fieV. ’ s' 


praise  God  the  Zambian 
president  has  promised 
to  start  granting  regular 
visas  again  to  our  mis- 


that  we  will  actively 
take  part  in  our  church's 
prayer  ministry 


that  we  will  discipline 
ourselves  in  maintaining 
our  personal  prayer  time 
every  day 


for  the  Christian 
Performing  Arts  Festival, 
Alta  WOpds  baptist 
Church,  Jackson,  March 
29-30  yr  /X 


for  missionaries  to  walk 
closely  with  the  Lord 
and  be  effective  in  their 
witneis  and  fruitful  in 
their  work 


that  the  800  prayerlines 
of  Miss.  Baptists,  the 
HMB  and  FMB  will  be 
used  effectively  to  get 
more  people  to  pray  for 
those  requests 


for  mission  volunteers  for  the  spiritual  ministry  that  quick  information 
who  pl#n  to  go  on  a  to  the  deaf*4n  our  transmitted  by  E-Mail 
long  oi^short  mission  churches  will  be  for  the  glory  of 

God  and  fot  "Helping 
people  k  W 


10-79  Mr.  Micah  P.  Thornton,  Apartado  58,  Bulevares,  Edo.  de  Mexico,  53140,  MEXI¬ 
CO;  Parents:  Harold  L.  &  Susan  M.,  Financial  Administration 


20- 88  Mr.  John  R.  McCall,  P.O  Box  5864,  Tanga,  TANZANIA;  Parents:  Dennis  F.  &  Margaret,  Agriculture 

21- 86  Mr.  Eddie  Jones,  875  Adams  Drive,  Greenville,  MS  38704;  Parents:  Eddie  &  Barbara,  Pastor 

22- 95  Miss  Madison  C.  Marshall,  P.O.  Box  1949,  Prentiss,  MS  39474;  Parents:  Philip  J.  and  Sheila  T„  General  Evangelism 
SERVE  IN  THAILAND 


23-79  Mr.  Adam  L.  Graves,  Casilla  1417,  Concepcion,  CHILE;  Parents:  Edgar  L.  &  Marilyn  L.,  General  Evangelism 

25-88  Mr.  Philip  M.  Hearn,  BP  1353,  Lome,  TOGO;  Parents:  James  G.  &  Brenda  H„  General  Evangelism 

29-81  Miss  Kitty  M.  Thornton,  Apartado  58,  Bulevares,  Edo.  de  Mexico,  53140  MEXICO;  Parents:  Harold  L.  &  Susan  M., 
Financial  Administration 


11-92  Mr.  Drew  Braswell,  Av.  Marechal  Rondon,  288,  13.073-320  Campinas,  Sp,  BRAZIL; 
Parents:  Larry  &  Alicia,  Outreach  Evangelism 


13-76  Mr.  Jeremy  R.  Racey,  University  of  Tennessee,  1311  Lake  Laudon  Road,  P.O.  Box  247,  Knoxville,  TN  37919;  Parents: 
Michael  D.  &  Annette  E.,  Theological  Education;  SERVE  IN  CHILE 


For  more  information  atxxil  Ibis  conference,  contac  t  the 
Church  Administration-Pastoral  riinistries  Dept,  of  the  riBCB 
at  965-5500  in  Jackson  or  I -500-745- 1651. 


MAY 


The  numbers  indite  the  day  of  the  month  and 
the  year  of  birth.  For  instance. 

3-76  means  May  197 6. 


4-77  Miss  Terri  A.  Lee,  Union  University,  Box  956;  2447  Highway  45  Bypass, 
Jackson,  TN  38305;  Parents:  Harry  G.,  Jr.  &  Linda  J.;  General  Evangelism;  SERVE 
IN  JAPAN  „  > 

10-31  Miss  Laura  R.  Hearn,  BP  J  353,  Lome,  TOGO;  Parents:  James  G.  &  Brenda  H., 
General  Evangelism 


Mississippi  Baptist 
Secretaries  Conference 

April  22&23 

Camp  Garaywa 
Clinton,  Hiss. 


B  Reservations  are  non-re 

■  Make  check  payable  to: 

■  "Mail  to:  Farrell  Blanker 


Father's  Name. 

Address 


Church  Name _ 

Number  of  People. 


.(Amount  Enclosed) 


toWMU 

r,  .  Mali  to: 

WMU  -  Father/Daughter  Overnight,  P.O.  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS  39205 


Tenth. Annual: 


•MississitwrBainists’in' 


•BrmtimstinTciM0r-k$h'@vi 


elping  to  Bring  Miss 


April  19-20,  1996 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 


Workshop  Lei 


•  Doug  Price 

•  Dennis  Clark 

•  Steve  Guidry 


•  Bruce  Cole 

•  David  Edmonds 

•  Ken  Sims 

•  Chip  Turner 


If  you  would  like  more  information  about  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Broadcasting  Workshop,  contact  the 
Broadcast  Services  Dept,  of  the  MBCB  at  968-3800  in  Jackson  or  1-800-748-1651. 


STATE 

►LE  ADULT 


PICNIC 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  30, 1996 

grand  gulf  state  park 

[North  of  Port  Gibson,  Hwy  61  to  Nuclear 
Power  Plant  (red-light),  go  west] 

(Pioneer  Day  at  the  Par±$/,; 

Provision 

11:30  Music  by  WayneTInkerton,  Min.  of 
Activities,  FBC,  Greenville,  and 
former  short  stop  for  Texas  Rangers 

12:15  Picnic  with  drinks  and  paper  goods 
provided  (bring  your  own  picnic) 


"BUSTING  LOOSE" 

30  Years'  Ministry  To 
Single  Adults 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

May  25-27, 1996 

"  BUSTING  LOOSE" 
CONFERENCES  INCLUDE: 

•  Bible  Study  •  Single  Parenting  •  Singles  in 
Missions  •  Building  a  Healthy  Self-esteem 

•  Breaking  the  Hurting  Cycle  •  Hjgttg^o  Laugh  at 

Myself  •  Forgivenesij^ljMmftM  Ghnng 

•  Ministry  Thru  Crafts  •  HowtcTWork:  Business 

Ethics 

"  BUSTING  LOOSE" 
ACTIVITIES  INCLUDE: 

•  Swamp  Tour  •  Canoe  Trip  •  Adventure  Hike 

•  Ship  Island  •  Jet  Skiing  •  New  Orleans  Trip 

•  Beach  Activities  •  Pass  Christian  Tour 


Registration  Form 


Name  _ 

Address  _ 

City,  State,  Zip _ 

Church _ 

Room  and  Meals 


Room  and  Meals  _ "A"  Unit  $85.90 

(per  person,  2  in  a  room) 

Room  and  Meals  _ "C"  Unit  $79.80 

(per  person,  3  or  more) 

Return  this  form  or  any  request  for  Gulfshore  information  to: 
Frank  Simmons,  Manager,  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly, 

100  First  Street,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571-3299. 

Telephone:  (601)452-7263 

For  more  information  contact  Glenn  Shows  at  1-800-748-1651. 


EllilMifrS 1 1  Mai 


Harold  Best 


Calvin  Miller 


PREACHING  AND  WORSHIP 

QnQwary  WuM'Sft  G&mrct),  Tnprto 
Mjsj  U3*Mt  M>M 


To  provide  an  in-depth  workshop  on  Bible  preach¬ 
ing,  focusing  on  preparation  and  delivery  -  practical 
helps  for  weekly  sermon  preparation. 


Morning, 
afternoon,  and 
evening 
worship 
gatherings, 
concerts, 
special  interest 
sessions. 


Conferences  for  worship 
leaders  preparing  for  the 
21st  century 


FINANCES:  There  is  no  charge  for  this  conference 


PERSONNEL: 

Brian  Harbour,  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church,  Richardson,  Tex. 
Stan  Fornea.  pastor,  Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 
Argile  Smith,  professor  of  preaching.  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary' 

Bob  Robinson,  minister  of  music.  First  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo 


April  15-17,  1996 
FBC,  Jackson 


Sponsored  by  the 
Music  Dept.,  BSSB, 
Nashville 


Program  Personalities 


Special  Features: 

Kay  Bennett,  Home  Missionary 
Linda  Smith,  Foreign  Missionary 
Rhett  Whitley,  "Eagle  Ministries" 

VISION,  BSU  Vocal  Group  from  Mississippi  CoHege 
"GREAT  T-SHIRT  CAPER"  —  Bring  Shirts 

Registration  Form 

Church _ _Phone 

Address _ 


Contact  Person 


Phone 


MISSISSIPPI  ACTEENS  CONVENTION 

April  12-13,  1996 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 


Number  of  Aeteens 


Total  Reservations. 


Enclosed  $35  x  #. 


There  will  need  to  be  one  adult  per  seven  girls  in  each  room. 
Please  attach  a  list  of  names,  ages,  grades ,  and  StudiAct  level 


Return  this  form  or  any  request  for  Gulfshore  information  to: 

Frank  Simmons,  Manager,  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  1 00  First  Street,  Pass  Christian.  MS 
39571-3299  Telephone  (601 )  452-7263 

No  refunds,  but  can  transfer  funds  to  another  person. 

Registration  begins  at  4  00  p.m  Meal  is  at  5:30  p  m.  Convention  ends  with  Saturday  noon  meal 


"Let  us  run  with  endurance  the  face 
that  is  set  before  us. 

Hebrews  12:1 


Brian  Harbour  Stan  Fornea  Argile  Smith 

Bob  Robinson 

Sponsored  by 

CHURCH  ADMINISTRA’HON-PASTORAL  MINISTRIES  DEPARTMENT 

MISSISSIPPI  BAIT1ST  CONVENTION  BOARD 

Helping  to  Bring  Mississippi  and  the  World  to  jei 

|A 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The 

Christian  Life  (  om mission  > 

I )  \s  a\  m  Hastings,  neus  ■  s  * 

aiul  inlormation  o>on.lm.itor  at  _  • '  '  j  #*i 

Southeastern  Seminal  > .  as  its  .t  t  ff  fp 

JirecU'i  ot  ^immunisations  during  y.  #*J-  ,  ,*A  t  *jj|  W> 

its  semiannual  meeting  March  "  |  Wt  j 

The  trustees  also  \  oted  to  ei\e  the  ‘'TTo  W  |  L**. 

lIC's  I  did  John  1  eland  Keii  mg 

enuis  1  i  he  1 1  \  Award  to  ewmgeli-  MSg  <  L  t  ,  *  ,*  *’*»  : 

cal  theologian  Carl  I  II  Hems  BJ*-;  ■  ^  .  ‘v  ./p 

I  lie  hoard  imammous|\  approxed  V  W.  ;  "g  •  "  w  h 4  -  -- 

Hastings  to  till  a  position  left  Jv  * _  .4*^ 

\acant  Jan.  I  when  Bill  Merrell  . 

became  \  ice  president  of  comen-  v  --  &  -  TT  , ^ 

tion  relations  for  the  SBC  Iwcct:  --^5% . U  Ul  'y 

I I  \  e  Committee  Hastings  is  ’  ^  ^ /  Jt. 

expected  to  begin  working  in  the  A; . 

CLC’s  Nashville  office  April  1.  “Sunshiners”  Senior  Adults  Cak 

crxD-r  uinDTu  ,Dm  «  lowship  Church,  Mathiston.  Picturei 
FORT  WORTH  (BP)  —  Bruce  p|ace;  james  Pollard,  second  place; 
Corley ,  dean  of  Southwestern  Qajn  Q  tje(j  for  third  place.  The  ju 
Seminary  s  school  ot  theology 

from  1990-95,  was  elected  by  the  Worth  campus.  Corley  resigned  as 
board  of  trustees  March  13  to  dean  March  21,  1995.  to  accept  a 
return  to  the  faculty  as  professor  position  as  professor  of  Christian 
of  New  Testament,  effective  June  scriptures  at  George  W.  Truett 
1.  The  decision  came  during  the  Theological  Seminary  in  Waco, 
board’s  annual  spring  meeting,  Texas. 

March  11-13  on  the  school’s  Fort 

Edythe  I.  Montroy,  retired 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  to 
Nigeria,  died  March  9.  She  was  80 
years  old.  Born  in  Drew,  she  was 
appointed  as  a  missionary  to  Nige- 
In  the  March  14  Names  in  the  rja  j-^y  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
News"  column,  Ivo  Wilson  Liv¬ 
ingston  Jr.  was  incorrectly  listed 
as  Ivo  Wilson  Jr.  The  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Ala.,  resident  died  Oct. 

25,  1995.  He  a  Mississippi 
native,  and  is  survived  by  his 
mother  Laslie,  wife  Jane,  a 
daughter,  and  a  son. 


Ron  Humbowcr.  Ph.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church.  Jackson 


Prayers  about  my  needs  and  after  24  years  and  wants  to  meet 
problems  have  gone  unanswered  me.  I'm  not  interested,  so  how 
for  years.  How  can  .1  continue  to  should  I  respond? 
have  faith  in  prayer  ? 

Your  biological  mother  prob- 
Prayers  are  our  requests  to  ably  has  been  preparing  for 
the  Lord;  answers  are  his  some  time  to  meet  you,  and  you 
responses  to  us.  It's  not  that  have  not  had  the  same  opportu- 
your  needs  and  problems  are  nity  to  prepare.  You  need  time 
unimportant  to  God,  but  his  wis-  to  think  and  pray  through  this 
dom  and  timing  are  different  matter.  Ask  your  adoptive  par- 
from  yours.  When  expectations  ents  to  act  on  your  behalf,  thank- 
get  in  the  way,  we  demand  that  ing  your  biological  mother  for 
God  answer  prayers  on  our  contacting  them  and  retaining 
timetable  according  to  an  out-  her  address  and  telephone  num- 
come  we  have  already  planned,  her  in  case  you  want  to  contact 
It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  her  in  the  future.  You  may  never 
unmet  needs  and  unsolved  prob-  get  to  that  point,  but  have  you 
lems  persist  after  years  of  thought  about  what  you  would 
prayer,  but  you  must  see  God  as  like  to  know  if  you  had  the 
your  true  Father  who  will  chance  to  talk  with  your  biologi- 
answer  in  his  time.  God  is  not  an  cal  mother?  Are  you  interested 
"eternal  Santa  Claus.  He  knows  in  medical  information,  genetic 
the  needs  of  his  children  and  and  family  histories,  or  her  spiri- 
will  respond  when  it  is  best  for  tual  life?  You  may  discover  a 
them.  When  you  pray  the  Lord’s  woman  who  has  endured  life's 
Prayer,  do  you  really  mean,  ups  and  downs,  mindful  of  her 
“...your  kingdom  come,  your  mistakes  and  proud  of  her  victo- 
will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  ries.  You  may  also  inherit  hurts 
heaven”  (Matt.  6:10.  NIV)?  you  never  expected,  but  remem¬ 

ber  that  God’s  love  is  sufficient 
My  biological  mother  has  to  help  us  through  anything 
contacted  my  adoptive  parents  (Rom.  8:38-39). 


Correction 


Just  for  the  Record 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name 
is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make 
recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


tion  which  includes  an  exact  “liv¬ 
ing"  rendition  of. -Da  Vinci's 
famous  painting,  “The  Last  Sup¬ 
per.”  Cali  (601 )  939-4476  for  tick¬ 
ets  (free)  and  information. 

Mississippi  College  Players 
will  present  Nunsense,  a  musical 
comedy  by  Dan  Goggin.  March 
22-26.  Performances  will  be  held 
March  22.  23,  25.  and  26  at  7:30 
p.m.  with  a  matinee  on  March  24 
at  2  p.m.  in  Aven  Little  Theater  on 
campus.  Call  (601)  925-3453  tor 
tickets. 


Jayess  Church,  Jayess,  will 
sponsor  a  fish  fry  on  March  23 
from  1 1  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  587-7592, 
833-75 11,  or  587-2017. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 


First  Church,  Pearl,  will  pre¬ 
sent  its  annual  Passion  Play  enti¬ 
tled.  “The  Living  Last  Supper,"  on 
March  30  and  31  at  7  p.m.  The 
presentation  includes  Easter  music 
from  the  worship  choir  of  First 
Church  and  a  dramatic  presenta- 


RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code, 
and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  Wind  ads.  _  • 

raise  your  baby  with  Care,  Love,  trans.  Front  &  rear  caps  added. 

Warmth  &  Joy.  F/T  Mom.  Seats  re-upholstered.  Maint. 

Med/Legal  exp.  pd.  Please  Call  recently  done  on  A/C,  brakes, 

Rene  &  Kirk,  1-800-371-5726.  steering,  etc.  Serviced  regularly. 

*  Good  condition.  1-800-489-2535 

FOR  SALE:  SCHULMERICH  pager  #3652  for  info. 

Handbells.  70-75  model.  Never 
used.  In  original  casing.  Call  (601) 

324-0605.  Leave  message. 


CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories, 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments. 
MURPHY  ROBES/Mac’s  Robes, 
Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  1 -800-898- 
MACS. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theater  seats. 


Sammy  Glass  and  Family  will 
be  in  concert  at  Salem  Church, 
March  23  at  7  p.m..  and  Pleasant 
Hill  Church,  March  24  at  II  a  m. 
Both  churches  are  located  in 
Leake  County.  James  White  is 
pastor  of  Salem  Church.  Paul  Cain 
is  pastor  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church. 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1  -800-624-9627 


FANTASTIC  FUND  RAISER  for 

youth  groups!!!  Every  household 
needs  one  —  consignment.  (601) 
482-0460,  Ext.  98. 


ATTENTION!  BI-VOCATIONAL 

ministers  and  music  directors: 

Supplement  your  church  income. 

Earn  $500-$1,000  per  week  with  *BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR. 
American  Protective.  Leads  fur-  Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 
nished,  no  overnight  travel  or  large  or  small.  Statewide  service, 
cash  investment  —  We  train  you.  No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Call  (601)  582-9000  for  confiden-  Repair,  1526  Gardner  Blvd., 
tial  interview.  Columbus.  MS  39702,  1  -800-349- 

2882. 

PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private 
and  church  groups.  From  $54.95 
per  day/limited  free  miles/  7-  to 
15-seat.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental, 

Jackson  (601)  948-3391.  Since 
1965. 


MONEY  BACK  SATISFACTION 

Guarantee!  Lose  weight.  Gain 
energy  and  health.  No  diet  or 
exercise  required.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  800-301-0947. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 
Surgery,  Ambulance. 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable  — 

High  blood  pressure.  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc. 
(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+) 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods. 

Low  Rates! 

□  Medicare  Supplement  under  age  65 

Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance  Marketing 

1 1 1  Lakeshore  Dr.  #J-202.  Brandon,  MS  39042 

1-800-880-2305 


WANTED:  BIVOCATIONAL  Chil¬ 
dren  and  Youth  director,  Hickory 
Ridge  Baptist  Church.  Indicate 
interest  by  writing  to  Hickory 
Ridge  Baptist  Church,  1124  Mulli- 
can  Road,  Florence,  MS  39073. 


SHADY  GROVE  BAPTIST 

Church,  1090  Shady  Grove  Road, 
Hazlehurst,  MS  39083,  is  seeking 
a  part-time  minister  of  music. 
Please  direct  inquiries  to  the 
above  address. 


NOTICE:  RIVERSIDE  Camp¬ 
ground  &  Canoe  Rental  on  Spring 
River,  Mammoth  Spring.  AR.  Cab¬ 
ins,  RV  &  tent  camping.  Canoes, 
Kayaks,  tube  trips.  Open  year 
around.  Trout  and  bass  fishing. 
Group  rates.  (501)  625-7501. 


FISH:  STOCKING  PONDS  and 

Lakes.  Species:  Bluegill;  Copper- 
nose-FS;  Redear  (Shell  crocker 
—  Chinquapin):  Hybrid  bream, 
Florida  strain  and  native  large- 
mouth  Bass;  Catfish  and  Grass 
carp.  Acres  O’Lakes  Fish  Hatch¬ 
ery.  Kosciusko.  MS  39090.  (601) 
289-2190,  evenings. 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE  SALES. 
Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1-800-368- 
2705. 


FOR  SALE:  1971  Model  42-Pas¬ 
senger  Silver  Eagle  bus.  Detroit 
engine  with  Allison  4-spd.  manual 


LOVING.  HAPPILY  MARRIED. 

Christian  Couple  wish  to  adopt  & 


Uniform 

Achieving  potential 


Bible  Book  *_ 

Leaders  tackle  problems 


Life  and  Work 

Commit  steadfastly 


By  David  Mitchell 
Matthew  25 


Reading  any  parable,  there  are  two  questions  which 
must  be  asked:  I )  Where  does  the  stress  fall  in  the  parabje? 
and  2)  About  whom  did  Jesus  tell  this  parable?  The  parable 
of  the  talents  is  obviously  one  with  end  stress,  and  the  focal 
point,  evident  in  reading  the  story,  is  the  third  character  — 
the  "barren  rascal”  who  buried  his  talent. 

Distribution  of  resources  (vv.  14-15).  Jesus  used  a 
familiar  storyline  as  he  shared  a  parable  of  a  master  who 
went  away  and  then  returned.  In  this  parable  the  servants 
were  given  money  to  invest  wisely  while  the  master  was 
away.  The  first  servant  received  five  talents.  In  today's 
economy  a  conservative  estimate  of  this  amount  of  money 
would  be  approximately  $12,000.  The  second  servant 
received  two  talents  which  would  be  valued  at  approxi¬ 
mately  $4,800.  The  third  servant  received  one  talent  which 
would  be  equivalent  to  $2,400.  Each  of  the  servants  was 
given  different  amounts  because  of  their  different  capabili¬ 
ties  and  gifts.  Not  everyone  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ  is  cre¬ 
ated  equal,  and  we  are  not  all  expected  to  perform  at  the 
same  level  of  competence.  However,  we  are  all  expected  to 
do  our  very  best  and  be  faithful  with  what  we  have  been 
given. 

The  servants’  response  (vv.  16-18).  The  first  two  ser¬ 
vants  earned  100%  yield  on  their  investment.  The  servant 
with  only  one  talent  made  no  investment  at  all.  Instead  he 
safeguarded  his  money  for  his  master’s  return.  The  impor¬ 
tant  thing  to  notice  is  that  this  sen  ant  has  no  chance  of 
making  any  profit  because,  unlike  the  others,  he  risked  no 
loss. 

The  master's  response  (vv.  19-28).  The  time  of  reckon¬ 
ing  arrived.  The  first  servant  brought  the  fruit  of  his  wise 
investment  and  shared  w  ith  the  master  the  results  of  his 
—work.  He  was  praised  and  rewarded  with  greater  responsi¬ 
bility.  The  language  of  verses  21  and  23  are  similar,  which 
helps  us  understand  that  Jesus  made  no  distinction  between 
the  first  two  servants  regarding  the  degrees  of  faithfulness. 
Even  though  they  were  not  entrusted  with  the  same  amount, 
they  both  were  faithful  with  the  amount  they  were  given. 

The  stress  of  the  parable  is  on  the  third  servant.  This 
man  confessed  that  he  feared  his  boss  and  believed  that  he 
would  not  have  tolerated  the  loss  of  any  of  his  money.  The 
servant  returned  the  master’s  money  but  received  no  praise. 
It  is  important  to  note  that  the  servant’s  characterization  of 
the  master  was  neither  disputed  or  agreed  upon.  The  ser¬ 
vant’s  error  was  that  he  allowed  himself  to  be  paralyzed  by 
fear.  An  easy  comparison  can  be  made  to  the  person  who  is 
afraid  of  what  worldly  pleasures  will  be  sacrificed  by 
becoming  a  Christian.  This  person  refuses  Christ  as  Savior 
and  chooses  to  live  for  self.  At  the  judgment  his  or  her  life 
is  required  because  he  or  she  not  only  wasted  the  blood  of 
Jesus  by  refusing  the  gift  of  salvation  but  also  missed 
God’s  plan  for  his/her  life. 

The  principle  explained  (vv.  29-30).  God  entrusts 
every  Christian  with  a  portion  of  his  resources  and  expects 
them  to  be  good  stewards.  When  Christians  respond  and  are 
good  stewards.  God’s  people  will  be  rewarded  because  they 
have  faithfully  followed  through  on  God’s  commission. 
Those  who  fail  to  use  the  gifts  that  God  has  given  them  for 
his  glory  and  benefit  will  be  separated  from  God  and  from 
all  good  things.  An  important  note  for  us  to  make  would  be 
to  realize  that  those  who  profess  commitment  to  God  but 
show  no  evidence  of  that  in  their  lives  are  in  the  same  situa¬ 
tion  as  the  third  servant. 

The  stress  of  this  parable  lies  with  the  failure  of  the  third 
servant  to  be  a  good  steward  of  what  God  has  given  him. 
The  story  must  have  originally  been  told  about  the  Pharisee 
who  kept  God  to  himself  and  never  shared  him  with  any¬ 
one.  For  us  the  parable  can  be  applied  by  helping  us  decide 
what  we  will  do  with  the  gift  of  Christianity  God  has  given 
us.  Each  member  of  the  body  of  Christ  has  his  own  gift  and 
his  own  function  given  to  him  by  God.  They  are  both  for 
the  building  up  of  the  church  and  the  spreading  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  If  by  timidity,  faithlessness,  or  fear  we  fail  to  share  the 
gospel,  then  we  must  be  failing  the  God  who  gave  his  Son 
to  die  in  our  place. 

Mitchell  is  pastor  of  Van  Winkle  Church,  Jackson. 


By  Clayton  Littlejohn 
Titus  1 


This  third  and  final  of  Paul’s  pastoral  epistles  is  written 
to  Titus,  a  Gentile  believer  (Gal.  2:3-5).  Paul  left  him  in 
Crete  to  show  that  qualified  leaders  were  needed  to  con¬ 
front  problems  in  the  church,  and  wrote  him  this  letter  to 
serve  as  a  manual  on  how  Christians  should  conduct  them¬ 
selves  in  an  ungodly  world- 

Greeting  (vv.  1-4).  The  Cretans  had  first  heard  the  gos¬ 
pel  at  PentecoSTf  Acts  2. 1 ).  We  know  Paul  had  been  there 
briefly  (Acts  27:7).  but  little  is  known  about  the  Christians 
in  Crete  outside  the  book  of  Titus.  Crete,  an  island  south¬ 
east  of  Greece,  was  famous  for  its  Mt.  Ida,  the  legendary 
birthplace  of  the  Greek  god  Zeus.  The  island  was  also 
famous  for  big  lies  and  low  morals.  These  morals  and  lies 
were  making  their  way  into  the  church.  It  wquld  take  godly, 
qualified  leaders  to  stop  it,  so  Titus  was  left  there  to  train 
godly  men  for  this  purpose. 

Paul  called  himself  the  "bondservant  of  God  and  apostle 
of  Jesus  Christ.”  The  term  "bondservant”  revealed  his 
humility:  "apostle.”  his  authority.  The  term  "chosen” 
referred  —  and  still  refers  —  to  the  believers  who  receive 
and  acknowledge  Jesus  as  Lord  and  Savior,  also  known  as 
"the  elect"  (Eph.  1:4.  1  Pet.  1:1-5.  Matt.  24:24).  Some  were 
Jews,  like  Paul,  and  some  were  Gentiles,  like  Titus. 

The  reward  for  the  chosen  is  "eternal  life”  (v.  2).  The 
gift  for  the  chosen  is  hearing  and  believing  in  Jesus  through 
the  preaching  of.  godly  leaders  (v.  3).  Titus  was  one  such 
man  (v.  4)  whose  faith  was  so  like  Paul's.  Paul  identified 
Titus  as  "my  true  child  after  a  common  faith.”  This  would 
have  identified  Titus  as  a  true  believer  and  given  him 
authority  to  appoint  godly  leaders. 

Qualifications  of  elders  and  overseers  (vv.  5-9).  The 
word  "elders”  (v.  5)  and  “overseer”  (v.  7)  are  interchange¬ 
able.  and  mean  “one  who  shepherds  the  church  of  God” 
(Acts  29:28.  1  Pet.  5:2).  Today  we  use  the  words  “pastor” 
or  “bishop”  (Eph.  4: 1 1 ,  1  Tim.  3: 1 ).  Since  most  churches 
met  in  homes  rather  than  one  specific  location,  there  was  a 
need  for  several  elders  (1:11). 

The  qualifications  for  these  leaders  are  given  in  1  Timo¬ 
thy  3:1-7.  Most  of  the  qualifications  are  self-explanatory: 
the  elder  is  to  be  a  man.  blameless,  etc.  One  qualification 
that  causes  problems  is  “the  husband  of  one  wife”  (v.  6). 
Some  believe  this  to  be  one  living  wife  and  others  believe 
this  to  be  one  wife  at  a  time,  thus  allowing  a  divorced  man 
the  position  of  pastor  (or  elder).  Each  pastor  and  church 
must  make  its  own  decision  on  this  issue.  (To  study  the  dif¬ 
ferent  views,  see  The  New  American  C6mmentary,  vol. 
34,  pp.  280-282).  These  qualifications  reveal  a  man’s  char¬ 
acter  and  spiritual  leadership.  If  these  are  met,  then  a 
church  will  have  a  godly  leader  who  will  be  able  to  con¬ 
front  problems  in  the  church  in  a  way  that  will  be  pleasing 
to  God,  and  will  edify  the  believers. 

Dealing  with  problems  (vv.  10-15).  One  of  the  biggest 
problems  in  the  Cretan  church  was  with  those  who  taught 
that  all  male  believers  must  be  circumcised  (v.  10).  This 
teaching  was  Judaism,  legalism,  and  heresy.  Titus  was  the 
illustration  that  this  teaching  was  false.  He  was  an  uncir¬ 
cumcised  Gentile  leader  (Gal.  2:3).  The  circumicision 
requirement  was  upsetting  entire  households  and  hadMo  be 
stopped  (v.  1 1). 

TTie  Cretans  had  a  famous  prophet,  Epimenidas,  who 
declared  the  “Cretans  are  always  liars,  evil  beasts,  idle  glut¬ 
tons”  (v.  12).  These  statements  were  a  poor  testimony  on 
anyone,  but  especially  on  Christians.  Paul  wrote  that  godly 
leaders  were  needed  to  protect  the  testimony  of  Christ’s 
church.  The  method  to  eradicate  slanderers  from  the  church 
was  to  “reprove  them  severely  that  they  may  be  sound  in 
faith”  (v.  13).  This  would  expose  the  false  teachers  and 
cause  many  to  repent  of  their  sins  and  tum  to  genuine  faith 
in  Christ  and  his  teaching.  The  “Jewish  myths  and  com¬ 
mandments  of  men"  (v.  14)  were  a  combination  of 
Judaism,  legalism,  and  Christianity  which  led  to  bondage, 
not  freedom.  The  churches  then  faced  these  problems,  as 
does  the  church  today.  We  need  qualified  men  of  God  to 
rebuke  heresy  and  teach  the  truth  if  we  are  to  win  our  world 
to  Christ.  I  encourage  you  to  encourage  your  leaders  when 
they  face  these  problems. 

Littlejohn  is  pastor  of  Ingram  Church,  Baldwyn. 


Life  is  full  of  choices  —  so  many  that  it  is  often  difficult 
to  decide  and  perhaps  even  more  difficult  to  make  a  full 
commitment  to  any  choice  made.  With  so  many  attractive 
options  appearing  along  life’s  highway,  it  is  easy  to  give 
short-term  interest  and  then  move  on  to  a  more  attractive 
selection  down  the  way.  Jesus  narrows  the  decision-making 
to  two  major  choices.  Our  selection  here  will  determine  the 
direction  of  all  other  choices  we  make.  Considerable  time 
has  been  spent  in  detailing  the  dimensions  of  discipleship. 
Now  Jesus  calls  for  the  listeners  to  make  a  choice.  What 
will  it  be:  Christ  or  the  world  ?  Heaven  or  hell? 

The  attraction  of  the  popular  way  (vv.  13-14).  In 
explaining  the  two  possibilities  of  choice,  Christ  made  it 
clear  that  the  road  of  sin  and  the  world  is  wide,  and  pro¬ 
vides  for  easy  access‘d  It  is  without  doubt  the  most  popular 
route,  for  it  has  few  demands.  But  the  down  side  is  that  this 
pathway  ends  in  destruction  (v.  13). 

On  the  other  hand,  the  way  of  Christ  is  narrow,  costly, 
and  lonely  (v.  14).  Certainly  Jesus  is  not  using  your  typical 
sales  technique.  Instead  of  only  announcing  the  attractive 
details.  Jesus  “tells  it  like  it  is."  Like  it  or  not,  the  life  of  a 
disciple  of  Christ  is  not  easy.  It  demands  a  tremendous 
amount  of  discipline.  It  calls  for  daily  self-sacrifice  and 
many  stops  for  loving  service  along  the  way.  Yet,  despite 
the  negatives  of  the  narrow  way,  this  commitment  offers 
the  power  to  meet  the  realities  of  life  face  to  face  and  then 
meet  the  ultimate  reward  of  everlasting  life. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  we  cannot  travel  both  roads. 
Like  the  Pharisees,  many  “Christians”  try  to  do  so.  They 
talk  the  religious  language  and  “play  church”  but  never 
leave  the  wide  road  of  the  world  with  all  of  its  appetites  and 
associations.  They  practice  an  easy  Christianity. 

The  threat  of  pretense  (vv.  15-20).  In  finding  the  nar¬ 
row  way.  Jesus  warned  of  “false  prophets”  who  might 
“come  in  sheep’s  clothing”  (v.  15).  In  other  words,  there 
might  be  religious  leaders  who  look  like  something  they  are 
not.  Their  talk  and  religious  acts  may  be  deceiving.  How 
then  can  wp  distinguish  between  the  genuine  and  the 
impostor?  jesus  said,  “By  their  fruits  you  will  recognize 
them...”  (v.  20).  True  faith  in  Chnst  results  in  a  character 
and  manner  of  life  which  resembles  that  of  the  Father.  The 
false  teacher  is  in  the  business  of  teaching  for  what  benefits 
he  may  receive.  His  fruits  produce  a  religion  which  consists 
mainly  in  the  observance  of  the  externals  and  may  be  based 
on  many  “thou  shalt  nots.”  A  close  examination  of  a  per¬ 
son’s  character  and  conduct,  his  message  and  motives, 
should  leave  no  doubt  as  to  his  authenticity.  “Christianity  is 
an  attitude  of  the  heart  to  God  and  to  man,”  according  to 
William  Barclay. 

The  danger  of  self-deceit  (vv.  21-23).  The  warning 
which  Jesus  issued  against  pretense  also  applies  to  self- 
deception.  “Not  everyone  that  saith  unto  me.  Lord,  Lord...” 
(v.  21)  is  a  clear  warning  to  be  careful  of  making  religion  a 
routine  and  mechanical  affair.  The  Pharisees  had  fooled 
themselves  into  thinking  that  they  were  righteous.  After  all, 
they  intellectually  believed  the  right  doctrine,  spoke  the 
right  language,  prayed,  fasted,  and  obeyed  the  laws. 

Do  we  not  also  do  the  same  thing  today?  Churches  are 
full  of  professing  Christians  each  Sunday.  We  go  to  church, 
read  the  Bible,  pray,  and  even  give  offerings.  What  more 
does  Christ  want?  “Only  he  who  does  the  will  of  my  Father 
who  is  in  heaven”  (v.  21)  is  a  clear  answer.  Doing  the  will 
of  God  requires  a  close  relationship  with  him.  Only  then 
can  we  know  his  will  for  our  life.  This  must  be  a  daily,  sus¬ 
tained  closeness  and  it  does  not  come  easily.  Remember 
that  Jesus  said  the  road  to  heaven  is  difficult  and  those  who 
travel  it  are  few!  Christ  confronts  us  with  the  challenge  to 
be  genuine  —  to  be  as  good  as  we  claim  to  be.  “We  may 
deceive  men  with  our  words  but  we  Cannot  deceive  God” 
(Psalm  139:2). 

■  Have  you  made  the  choice  that  Jesus  issued?  If  so,  what 
has  that  choice  cost  you?  What  disciplines  have  become  a 
part  of  your  life  as  a  result  of  that  choice?  Does  your  reli¬ 
gion  mainly  consist  of  rituals,  or  is  it  interwoven  in  every 
aspect  of  your  being? 

Donnell  is  a  member  of  First  Church,  Hattiesburg. 
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Mr.  Hal  Preston  Bounds.  Sr. 

Mrs.  Lennie  S.  Freeman 
Mr.  Hal  Bounds 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Mrs.  Estelle  Bourne 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Elmo  Harrison 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Bowles 
Mr.  Ac  Mr*.  O:  Theron  Pooh;  i 
Mr.  &  M/s.  James  R.  Sudduth 
Stacie  Michelle  Bradford 
Sheriff  Ac  Mrs.  Doc  Bradford 
Garrett  Bradford 
Cor  vain  C.  Brant  lev 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Dan  Lassetter 
Mr.  LE.  Breithaupt 
Mr.  Scott  C.  Kirh> 

Mattie  Irene  Breland 
Friendship  SS.  Valiev  Park  BC 
Mr.  Caswell  E.  Brew  ton 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Floyd  Thornhill 
Bettye  H.  Broome 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joseph  S  Lyons 
Tic  Toe  Rounders 
Charles  Brown 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  James  D  Wilson 
John  Milton  Bruce 
Mr  Ac  Mrs.  Johnie  Williams  Jr 
•  Mrs.  Annie  Mae  Brumfield 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bonny  L  Schilling 
Audrey  Sampson  Bryant 
Ms.  Mary  Hubbard  Harris 
Mrs.  Vera  S.  Buchanan 
Dixie  Baptist  Church 
Vera  Buchanan 
Mr  Ac  Mrs.  William  C  Wilson 
Mr.  Tom  Buckley 
Business  Men's  Bible  Class  ^BC 
W  illie  Ray  Bunyard 
Mrs  Brownie  L.  Peden 
Mrs  Dorothy  W  At  FaiV'lv  Shaw 
Mr.  Heary  II.  Burns 
Dr  Chester  Masterson 
Mr.  Raiford  Burris 
Miss  Lucy  Mikell 
Mrs.  Lucille  Mikell 
Ford  Byrd 
Mrs.  Nancy  Byrd 
W  illie  H.  Calcotte 
Mr.  Ak  Mrs  Charles  V  F.llison 
C.  F.  Cantrell.  Jr. 

Ladies  II  SS.  Bovrr.a  B( 

Mrs.  Alice  Carlisle 
Mr  Ac  Mrs.  John  W  Grier 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  L.  Fain  Carpenter. 

Mr  Ac  Mrs.  B.  Y  Fondren 
Edwin  B.  Carpenter 
Mrs.  Virginia  B  Caipenter 
Harold  Carr 
Mrs  Jeanette  Hemn 
Everette  A  Ruby  Carter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  F.  S.  Kaiser 
Mrs.  Roy  Carter 
The  David  Boyd  Familv 
Mrs.  Raby  Carter 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Everett  S  Cole.  Jr 
Mrs.  Zula  G.  Capert 
Peggy  Cash 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 

* dht 

©AptUt  CtllitregA  Vitloae 


Consulting  Engineer'. 

Mrs.  WUliam  Smith 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  G.  M.  San>in£ 

BiU  A  Theresa  Sones 
Officers  Ac  Employees  of  Slate  Bank 
Ac  Trust  Co. 

Mrs.  Pearl  Sonnier 
Bykota  SS.  FBC-Biloxi 
Staff  of  FBC- Winona 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  M.  E.  Daves  Jr 
Mrs.  Jimmie  Stegall 
Linda  &  Lon  Willard 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Don  Stewart 
Mrs.  Sue  P.  Davis 
Ed  &  Ruth  Sudduth 
Dr  &  Mrs.  J  M  Brock  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rusty  Sykes 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Perry  Atherton/ Atherton 
Consulting  Engineers 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Ken  Szilasi 
Matson  Weiss  Family 
Mrs.  Clyde  B.  Talley 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  L  Brent 
John  W.  Taylor,  Jr. 

Office  Staff  of  Mr.  John  Taylor.  J 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Mickey  Taylor 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  H.  C.  Dunnam 
The  (iood  News  Sunday  School  Class 
Mrs.  Eriine  G.  Brown 
Mrs.  Doris  Thomas 
Mr  Ac  Mrs  Shirley  Willard/Lori 
Ac  Karen 

-Mrs.  l>enatbomas 

IfcvTi  Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Knight 

l>ee  Thorne 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  R.  Thome 
Miss  Jessie  Threlfall 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  George  T.  Parish 
Phillip  &  Sheri  Turnage 
Wayne.  Genie.  Ac  Jeremy  Powell 
Rev.  John  Allen  W  ade 
Mr.  Saxon  W.  Kirk 
Rev.  John  L.  Ac  Family  Walker 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  E.  Daves  Jr. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Walsh 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  James  E.  Clark 
Mrs.  Pearl  W  are 
Ms.  Joe  E.  Graham 
Dwight  K.  W  ebb 
MESC  Retiree's  Coffee  Club 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bernard  Weiss 
Maison  Weiss  Family 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  W  illiam  W  etzel 
Dr.  M.  P  Meadors  Jr. 

Rev.  Ac  Mrs.  Ryan  Whitley 
Mrs.  Ruby  G.  Hollingsw  orth 
Dr.  Ac  Mrs!  William  W  iison 
Dr.  M.  P  Meadors  Jr. 

Rev.  Ac  Mrs.  Ralph  B.  Winders 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs  Balfour  M.  Lipscomb 
Dr.  Mildred  Witt 
Mrs.  Ruby  G.  Hollingsworth 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  C.  H.  Wiygul 
Miss  Julia  C.  Pugh 
Women  on  Misskm-Crenshaw  BC 
Mrs.  Martha  Rayburn 
Tom  &  Judy  Woodard 
Mr.-Ak  Mrs  Billie  J.  Lofton 
Mrs.  Joy  Yates 

Friendship  SS.  FBC-Rolling  Fork 


ACCREDITED 


Ronny  E.  Robinson.  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27, 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


NOV.  1, 1995- 
NOV.  30, 1995 

MEMORIALS 


Anne  Ac  Liz  Harden 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  C.  N.  Conerly 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Patrick  N.  Conerly 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  El  wood  Crain 
Mr.  C.  C.  Germany  Jr 
Elizabeth  Crockrefl 
Ms.  Mildred  H.  Dishongh 
Sue  Davis 

Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  John  M  Davis 

Dr.  Ac  Mrs.  Alan  Day 
Mrs.  Sue  P.  Davis 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clyde  Donnell 
Mr.  Rowe  Rhett 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Charles  Douglas 
Ms.  Irie  Geneva  Ac  Family  Lee 
Sam  Dribben 

Mr.  A:  Mrs.  Philip  D.  Koos  Jr 

Mrs.  Billie  Lynn  Dunn 
Faith  SS.  Oakhurst  Baptist  Church 
Trey  Ac  Brad  Edmondson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carlton  Edmondson 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Edward  Egorshin 
Dr.  M.  P.  Meadors  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  G.  H.  English 
Dr.  Ac  Mrs.  Reggie  Broom 
McKay  Everett 
Billy.  Patti  &  Children  Martin 
Joey  Ac  Bobby  Fairburn  Ac  Kathy 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Perry  Atherton 
Atherton  Consulting  Engineers 
FBC  Staff-Greenville 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Lon  D.  Pepper  Sr 
Mrs.  Joe  Ferguson 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Patrick  N.  Conerly 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Fortenberry 
Ruth  SS.  FBC-Hattiesburg 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  B.  Frazier 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Perry  Spraberry 
Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Gibson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  Phillip  Duncan 
Rev.  Tommy  GUIon  Ac  Family 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  M.  E.  Daves  Jr. 

Jaed  Ac  Kolby  Givens 
Wayne.  Genic.  A  Jeremy  Powell 
EfHe  Jean  Grenn 
Adult  Ladies  #2,  Mt  Monah  BC 
Mrs.  Diane  Hall 
The  Dorcas  SS.  FBC  Starkville 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Cedi  Harper 
Mrs.  Andrew  B.  Brown  111 
Mr.  4k  Mrs.  Joe  B.  Hartley 
Mr  &  Mrs.  W.  C.  Arendale 


Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Fred  Henderson 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  B.  R.  Taylor 
Mrs._frd  wayne  (Bertha)  Henderson 
Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Gibson 
Dr.  Ac  Mrs.  Samuel  Hensley 
Dr.  M.  P.  Meadors  Jr 
Anice  Herod 

Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Coleman 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Herrington 
Joy  SS.  FBC-Haiiicshurg 
Mrs.  Imdlle  Hilderbrand 
Hilderbrand  SS 
Miss  Christine  Hollis 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  C.  Stringer 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  John  Larry  Holloway 
Mrs.  Allcne  Holloway 
Mrs.  Mildred  M.  Boyd 
Mrs.  A  Bene  Holloway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  L.  Holloway 
Norman  Ac  Doris  Holmes 
Wayne.  Genie.  &  Jeremy  Powell 
Forrest  Houston 
Mrs.  Dimple  W  Cox 
Mrs.  Marguerite  Howell 
Ruth  SS.  FBC-Hattiesburg 
W  adie  Howell 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Krandall  Howell 
Rev.  W.  M.  Hull 
Mr.  Saxon  W.  Kirk 
Mrs.  Ann  Jarratt 
The  Dorcas  SS.  FBC  Starkville 
Anna  Johnson 
Mr.  Ak  Mrs.  Ralph  Tumbo 
Mrs.  Theresa  Jones 
Bykota  SS.  PRC  Bilor: 

Mrs.  Margaret  Keeton 
Truth  Seekers  SS.  FBC-Grenada 
Mrs.  Beverly  King  Ac  Family 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Baker 
Mrs.  Ollie  Kyzar 
Friendship  SS.  FBC-Rolling  Fork 
Mrs.  Marilyn  Laird 
The  Dorcas  SS.  FBC  Starkville 
Mrs.  Virginia  Lance 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tony  B  Cates 
Mrs.  Margie  Lang 
Bykota  SS.  FBC-Biloxi 
Mr.  Jim  Lear 

Employees.  Maxwell  Cotton  Co. 

Mr.  Jimmy  Lear 
Employees.  Maxwell  Cotton  Co. 
Mrs.  Pat  Little 
The  Dorcas  SS.  FBC  Starkville 
Mr.  Ak  Mrs.  Mitch  Living  Family 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Baker 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Jim  Lyles 
Mr.  Ak  Mrs.  B.  R  Taylor 
Daniel,  Greg,  Erin  Ac  Gwendolyn 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Bradley 
Byron  Ac  Donna  Malone 
Lea  Ellen  Brock 


Mrs.  Eiouise  W  illiams  \ 

The  Children  of  Mae  Ac  Floyd  Bi 
W  illiam  R.  Willis 
Ms  Marjorie  Dean  Willis 
Mrs.  Katie  Wilson 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Ford 
Mrs.  Ethel  Alford  Wimberiev 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Noblin 
Mrs.  Myrtis  Windham 
Bovina  Baptist  Church 

Era  Wiygul  - \ 

Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Frank  R.  Turner 
Mary  Annie  Wright 
Mrs.  Pamela  D.  &  Tyler  Wnght 
Mrs.  Blanche  W'right 
Mrs.  Juanita  Coleman 


DEC.  1,1995- 
DEC.  31,1995 

HONORS 


Mrs.  BUlie  Ware 
Ms.  Joe  E.  Graham 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Adams 
Mrs.  Sara  G.  Adams 

Jim  Allen 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  E.  Clark 
Sherry  Anderson 
Ms.  Sara  Case 
Mr.  Perry  Atherton 
Mrs.  Virginia  Atherton 
Atherton  Consulting  Engineers 
Employees 

Mrs.  Virginia  Atherton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  Atherton/ Atherton 
Consulting  Engineers 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Baker 
Dr.  Ac  Mrs.  James  H.  Brewer 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  D.  A.  Baker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Baker 
Mrs.  Sadie  Penri  Baldwin 
Mr.  Ak  Mrs.  Lon  D.  Pepper  Sr. 

Mrs.  Irene  Barrett 
Mr  Ak  Mrs  William  R  M.nter  Sr. 
Mr.  Frederick  Barrier 
Employees.  Maxwell  Cotton  Co. 


MEMORIALS 


Oree  Ainsworth 
Mrs.  Mane  M.  Scott 
Mrs.  Catherine  Allbritton 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs  Bennett  Clibum 
Mrs.  IjismIW  Allen 
Mr  Ac  Mrs.  Myrle  Wallers 
Dr.  Robert  H.  Anderson 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs  Charles  W  Famor 
Mr.  WUliam  J.  (BUI)  Andrews 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Charles  Hazlewood 
Richard  A  vent 
Taylor  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Kathry  n  Ball 
Mr  A  Mrs  James  V.  Whitaker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  WHburn  Ballard 
Mrs.  Joe  E.  Ak  Family  Morgan 


Mr.  Ak  Mrs.  Perry  Atherton/ Atherton 
Consulting  Engineers 
Mr.  William  F.  Hawkins 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Hawkins 
Mr.  Ak  Mrs.  Richard  Headrick 
Larry  Ak  Patti  Seago 
Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  W.  S.  Heaton,  Jr. 

Mr  Ak  Mrs.  Henry  Peebles  Jr 


Ms.  Julia  Juanita  Stewart 
Dr.  Ac  Mrs.  Gary  Benson 
Dr  M.  P  Meadors  Jr. 

Shelley  Ac  Dennis  Bock 

Mrs.  Ola  McElveen 
Mbs  Wendy  Bowen 

Mr.  Ak  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Baker 
Mr.  Ak  Mrs.  A.  B.  Bowen 

Mr.  Ac  Mrs  Robert  D.  Baker 
Mr.  Ak  Mrs.  Clay  Bowen 

Mr.  Ak  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Baker 
Mrs.  MilUlred  Boyd 

Mr  Ak  Mrs.  John  L  Holloway 
Miss  Billie  Brannon 

Neil  A  ZdCIc  H  McKenzie 
Mrs.  O.  D.  Brannon 

Neil  &  Zekie  H  McKenzie 
Mr.  Ak  Mrs.  James  F.  Brent 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  L  Brent 
Ralph  A  Peggy  Brewer 

Oak  Forest  Baptist  Church 
Charlie  F.  Brooks.  Jr. 

Comer  Slone  SS.  Temple  BC 
Mr.  Turner  Brown 

Mr  A  Mrs  J.  E  SullcmJer 
Donnie  Caughman 

Sue  Ac  Children  Caughman 
l>r.  A  Mrs.  Rick  (  avert 
Or  M  P  Meadors  Jr 
Mrs.  George  <  ham-ellor 
Ruth  SS.  MIC  ll.uik  Ihu. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  D.  Clark 
I  ai  iv  A  Patti  Seago 
Mrs.  Perry  Claxton 
Mi  A  Mis  I  I)  iVnvt  M 
\lr  A  Mrs.  Cecil  <  kmrnl* 
M'  Martha  Putw.mi 
Mrs.  Hi/alM  th  (  otknll 
I  loiscCrmsIi  V  SV  I  BC  <  .!. 

I'nm  A  \  irginiu  (  rile 
Betty  C.4P 


5- Year  Service  PinsAwarded 


Shirley  Trigg,  Child  Care  Worker 
India  Nunnery  Campus 


Jan  Rowzee,  Child  Care  Worker 
India  Nunnery  Campus 


Edrith  Miller,  Child  Care  Worker 


India  Nunnery  Campus 


Weir  pastor’s  Christ-centered  paintings 
chosen  for  French  Camp  Easter  exhibit 


Jesus  Christ.  They’re  done  in  a 
variety  of  styles,  none  of  which 
are  particularly  realistic. 
Through  distortion  and  a  general 
assault  on  the  viewers’  expecta¬ 
tions,  my  intention  is  to  force 
people  to  take  a  fresh  look  at 
Christ,”  he  said.  ,  w 

Mamrak  earlier  this  year  was 
chosen  to  participate  in  the 
Meridian  Museum  of  Art’s  23rd 
annual  Bi-State  Competition,  a 
juried  exhibit  designed  to  show¬ 
case  contemporary  artists  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  and  Alabama. 

His  “Dirge”  was  one  of  75 
works  selected  from  over  300 
submissions  to  the  Meridian 
exhibition. 

The  New  Jersey  native  is  a 
graduate  of  Rowan  College  in 
Glassboro,  N.J.,  and  Mississippi 
State  University  in  Starkville.  He 
is  married  and  has  two  teenage 
children. 

For  more  information  on  the 
exhibit,  contact  Jim  Hill  at 
French  Camp  Academy,  Tele¬ 
phone:  (601)547-6865. 


CHAPMAN:  FOUNDATION’S  SOLID  OPERATION  AHEAD: 
NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The  Southern  Baptist  Foundation,  which  is  to 
become  a  corporation  of  the  Executive  Committee  under  the  “Covenant 
for  a  New  Century”  restructuring  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
“will  remain  a  high-trust  operation,”  according  to  Morris  Chapman, 
Executive  Committee  president  and  chief  executive  officer.  Chapman’s 
statement  was  in  response  to  some  inquiries  about  the  future  of  the  foun¬ 
dation,  in  light  of  the  .Executive  Committee’s  vote  in  September  for  a 
new  charter,  tinder  which  the  foundation’s  trustees  would  be  elected  by 
the  Executive  Committee  rather  than  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
“It  was  the  intent  of  the  Program  and  Structure  Study  Committee  (PSSC) 
that  the  foundation’s  work  continue  at  a  quality  level,”  Chapman  said. 


Chapman  said. 

“The  highest  fiduciary  integrity  will  continue  under  the  new  arrange- 
mc.it.”  The  seven-member  PSSC  framed  the  restructuring,  which  was  Mamrak 
approved  by  messengers  to  the  1995  SBC  annual  meeting  in  Atlanta. 

EXPERIENCING  GOD  TO  AIR  IN  RUSSIAN:  MOSCOW  {BP)  — 

The  first-ever  broadcast  version  of  the  discipleship  program  “ Experi¬ 
encing  God"  is  scheduled  to  air  over  radio  waves  in  Russia  starting  in 
April.  Broadcast  versions  are  being  developed  in  10  languages.  The  pro¬ 
gram  will  air  for  six  months  on  Trans  World  Radio's  short-wave  trans¬ 
mitters  from  Albania  in  late  evening  Moscow  time  to  cover  western  Rus¬ 
sia  and  from  Guam  in  mid-afternoon  Moscow  time  to  cover  eastern  Rus¬ 
sia.  It  will  also  air  over  Radio  Teos,  a  local  FM  radio  station  in  St. 

Petersburg.  Foreign  Mission  Board  missionary  Joe  DeLeon,  who  lives 
in  St.  Petersburg,  will  coordinate  follow-up  for  the  broadcasts.  Russian 
Baptists  who  counsel  listeners  responding  to  “  Word  of  Life  "  broadcasts 
bv  the  Radio  and  Television  Commission  will  respond  as  well  to  listen¬ 
ers  of  “ Experiencing  God.  ” 

LOTTIE  FORECAST  SHOWS  THIRD  RECORD  YEAR:  RICH 

MOND  (BP)  —  Projections  show  Southern  Baptists  last  year  gave  a  rec¬ 
ord  $89.1  million  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for  foreign 
missions,  establishing  a  three-year  trend  upward.  Calculations  from 
early  indicators  predict  an  increase  for  the  1995  offering  of  S3. 17  mil¬ 
lion.  or  3.69%,  from  last  year’s  $85.9  million.  Those  increases  would  be 
the,  largest  in  percentage  and  dollar  amount  since  1988.  Increases  in* 

1993  and  1994  were  2.37%  and  3.66 %.  respectively.  “After  suffering 
decreases  in  1990  and  1992.  it  is  very  gratifying  to  see  three  years  of 
' continued  increases."  said  Carl  Johnson,  the  board's  vice  president  of 
finance.  The  projected  figure  would  provide  >3.73  million  for  capital 
spending  needs  such  as  new  construction  and  vehicles.  The  previous  two 
offerings  provided  S2.57  million  ( 1995)  and  SI.92  million  ( 1994).  About 
$85  4  million  would  go  to  the  board  s  1996  overseas  operating  budget, 
which  primarily  provides  missionary  support.  Southern.  Baptists  had  set 


“Easter  Passed  Over”  is  one 
of  19  paintings  by  Weir  ^voca¬ 
tional  pastor  Bob  Mamrak  that 
will  be  exhibited  March  24-April 
14  at  French  Camp  Academy. 
The  paintings,  each  based  on  a 
specific  Bible  verse,  depict 
events  surrounding  the  first 
Easter  week. 


Holy  Land,  by  David  T.  Morgan. 
A  detailed  history  of  the  SBC  con¬ 
flict  from  1969-1991.  University  of 
Alabama  Press. 

Breaking  the  Cycle  of  Debt,  by 

Rodney  E.  Culpepper.  Solid  princi¬ 
ples  for  debt-free  living.  Pepper- 
field.  162  pages. 

Integrity  by  Stephen  L.  Carter 
A  strong,  detailed,  compelling  case 
for  one  core  virtue.  Basic  Books. 
276  pages. 

They  Sleep  Beneath  the  Mock¬ 
ingbirds,  by  Brandon  resident 
Harold  A.  Cross.  Biographies  and 
Mississippi  burial  sites  of  33  Con¬ 
federate  generals.  Southbooks/ 
Southern  Heritage  Press,  200 
pages.  $23- 

Re-Igniting  Love  and  Passion: 
24  Marital  Checkpoints,  by  Guy 

Greenfield.  Veteran  marriage  and 
family  therapist  targets  24  areas  of 
difficulty,  offers  biblical  solutions. 
Baker  Book  House,  170  pages. 
$9.95. 


Rediscovering  God’s  design  for 
marriage  and  becoming  soul  mates 
for  life.  Tyndale.  364  pages. 

This  Love  We  Share,  by  Harry 
and  Emily  Griffith.  Daily  devotions 
to  bring  wholeness  to  your  mar¬ 
riage,  3f>3pagCs. 

Evidence  of  Mercy,  by  Terri 
Blaekstock.  A  novel  of  suspense  by 
the  Clinton  resident.  Zondervan. 
276  pages. 

The  Holy  Land.  Knopf  guide  to 
one  of  the  world's  greatest  areas; 
home  to  Christians.  Jews,  and  Mus¬ 
lims.  Many  pictures  and  maps.  480 
pages.  $25. 

The  Bible  and  the  Human 
Mind,  by  J.C.  Metcalfe.  A  superb 
study  of  relevant  Greek  names 
regarding  man  s  intellect,  emo¬ 
tions.  and  will.  CLC.  139  pages. 
$5.95. 

Shadow  of  A  Man  by  Harold 
Dye.  Explores  the  influence  of 
Andrew  on  the  early  church.  Provi¬ 
dence  House.  64  pages.  $8.95. 

Seek  the  Peace  of  the  City,  by 
Eldin  Villafane.  A  reflection  on 
urban  ministry  and  the  urgent  need 
of  such  a  ministry.  Eerdman.  146 
pages. 

The  Joy  of  Christian  Living, 

by  Carless  Evans.  A  manual  for 
new  believers  by  a  native  of  Merid¬ 
ian.  Ebenezer  Ministries,  87  pages. 

The  New  Crusades,  the  New 


The  Godmakers:  A  Legacy  of 

the  SBC?  by  Bruce  T.  Gourley. 
Discusses  the  impact  of  religious 
fundamentalism  tip  the  SBC.  Provi¬ 
dence  House  Publishers. 

Does  Clod  Know  How  to  Tie 
Shoes?  by  Nancy  White  Carlstrom. 
illustrated  by  Lori  McElrath-Eslick. 
“To  be  shared  on  a  lap  or  with  a 
small  group."  Eerdmans.  32  pages. 

Kicking  Your  Kids  out  of  the 
Nest,  by  Thom  Black  with  Linda 
Stephenson.  Practical  steps  that 
enable  parents  to  teach  children  the 
way  out  into  the  world.  Zondervan. 
208  pages.  $1 1.99. 

Great  Sexpectations,  by  Robert 
and  Rosemary  Barnes.  Finding 
lasting  intimacy  in  your  marriage. 
Zonderv  an.  208  pages.  $12.99. 

People  Sharing  Jesus,  by  Dar¬ 
rell  W.  Robinson.  A  natural,  sensi¬ 
tive  approach  to  helping  others 
know  Christ.  Nelson.  241  pages. 

Renewing  America's  Soul,  by 
Howard  E.  Butt.  Jr.  A  spiritual  psy¬ 
chology  for  home.  work,  and 
nation.  Revell.  264  pages. 

Marching  to  a  Different 
Drummer,  by  Jim  Raymo.  Redis¬ 
covering  missions  in  an  age  of 
affluent  and  self-interest.  Christ¬ 
ian  Literature  Crusade.  216  pages. 
$8.95. 

Intimate  Allies  by  Dan  Allen- 
der  and  Tremper  Longman  III. 
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Colorado  has  3.6  million  residents,  among  whom  63,825  are 
members  of  252  Southern  Baptist  churches. 

Several  Colorado  churches  have  expressed  definite  and  immediate 
needs:  Fairplay  Church  needs  to  complete  the  installation  on  its  new 
educational  building’s  heating  system;  a  church  in  southwest  Col¬ 
orado  needs  help  locating  a  good  used  15-passenger  van. 

Other  possible  projects  include  prayer  relationships,  evangelism, 
construction,  and  church  development. 

For  more  information  about  these  and  other  Partnership  requests 
contact:  Partnership  Missions  Office,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800,  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
(800)748-1651. 
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Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


